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WEEKLY
Our Mission Statement:
ABQ Free Press Weekly exists to provide another point of view for 
people disserved by other news media, to expose facts that the 
powerful don’t want known, to call lies what they are, to stand up for 
the little guy, to demand fairness, justice, and common sense, and to 
entertain, inform and celebrate the good and beautiful in our world.
Welcome to Chaos
“Elections have consequences” is a phrase that has been tossed around like an insult to 
Democrats lately, but Americans are getting a taste of 
the consequences of electing an unstable, narcissistic 
sociopath of questionable loyalties to the nation’s 
highest office.
   The debacle with the Muslim immigrant ban is 
just the beginning. We’re witnessing the start of 
a four-year reign of lunacy where decisions with 
global import will be hatched among a small clique 
of Trump sycophants, without input from the people 
the authors of the U.S. Constitution anticipated 
would counsel and moderate the president.
   We’re only getting started, folks.
   Donald Trump, almost certainly compromised by 
the Russians, is embarking on the disruptive path 
that he promised his supporters during the presiden-
tial campaign.
   To recap: Donald Trump is a misogynist who has 
assaulted women. He has appointed a racist to sit on 
the National Security Council and booted from that 
body the chairman of the joint chiefs of staff and the 
director of national intelligence.
   He has appointed a Climate Change denier to 
head the EPA. He appointed a racist as U.S. attorney 
general. He has told government civil servants that if 
they don’t agree with him, they should quit.
   Trump hasn’t released his tax return. He hasn’t 
adequately distanced himself from his businesses’ 
worldwide operations. Because he didn’t adequately 
divest from the Trump Organization, he’s likely in 
violation of the “emoluments” clause of the Consti-
tution, which bars the President from being paid by 
foreign entities.
   There is a saying in Washington that, political 
differences aside, when it comes to the President, 
you respect the office even if you don’t respect the 
man (or woman).
   In line with that, starting with this issue, ABQ Free 
Press Weekly has changed its internal style manual. 
The word “President” will not appear in front of the 
words “Donald Trump” although the word “presi-
dent” may appear elsewhere in the story.
   If we slip up and let a single reference see print, 
please let us know.
   Now that we’ve gotten that out of the way, in addi-
tion to our ongoing coverage of Donald Trump, who 
is the President of the United States, in this issue:
   On Page 14, Dennis Domrzalski exposes a rampant 
tax break giveaway at Bernalillo County that is 
costing the rest of us some serious money.
   On Pages 17 and 19, Joe Monahan and Bill Hume 
drill down into how bad things have gotten in New 
Mexico economically, and what might be done to dig 
us out of the hole our leaders in Santa Fe have dug 
for us.
   On Page 12, Keiko Ohnuma explores a nationwide 
poetry recital competition that is seeing unexpected 
success in high schools across New Mexico.
   And on Page 22, Moriah Carty takes “On a Tank of 
Gas” to Santa Rosa’s Blue Hole scuba diving mecca 
and an antique car museum.
                                — Dan Vukelich, editor
THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 2
Books to the Big Screen: 
The parallax View 
7 pm, Free, KiMo Theatre,  
423 Central Ave NW, 768-
3544, kimotickets.com
Warren Beatty stars in 
this 1974 political thriller 
in which an inquisitive 
reporter gets in over his 
head after finding out about 
a plot by multinational 
corporation, Parallax, which 
is behind every event in 
the international headlines.  
Albuquerque Public Library 
presents this free books-to-big-screen event.
FEBRUARY 2-4
Roots Revival Revisited 
National Hispanic Cultural Center,  
1701 4th St SW, 724-4771, nhccnm.org
Written by local, 
Cathryn McGill, 
Roots Revival  
Revisited takes a 
group of students, 
as well as the audi-
ence, through stories 
that pay homage 
to the oral history 
tradition of Blacks in 
America through high-energy music, dance and 
spoken word. Leave inspired by the stories not 
written in the textbooks.
FEBRUARY 3-23
Recycled Heart:  
The artists of artStreet
Reception, Friday, February 3, 6-8 pm
Harwood Art Center,  
1114 7th St NW, 242-6367, harwoodartcenter.org
ArtStreet artists 
have come to-
gether to trans-
form recycled 
and discarded 
materials into 
artwork. This 
process is 
much like the 
day-to-day adaptability one living on the street 
must use to make it through each day, and the 
responses are individual and widely varied.  
ArtStreet is a community-based project where art 
is used as a connection for those without homes. 
Celebrate this creative expression at the Har-
wood Art Center’s art reception, Friday, February 
3 from 6-8 pm.
Garduño’s at Old Town
Located in Hotel Albuquerque | To-Go orders available
505.222.8766 | 800 Rio Grande Blvd. NW | HotelABQ.com 
Visit our Albuquerque Winrock & Cottonwood Locations
IMAGINATIVE SPACES AND 
OTHER-WORLDLY COLLAGE
1701 4th St. SW • Albuquerque, NM 87102
nhccnm.org • 505-246-2261
NICK  ABDALLA •  CYNTHIA  COOK 
RACHEL  MULDEZ  •  CARLOS  QUINTO KEMM
HAPPY ARTE HOUR:  
VALENTINES WITH NICK ABDALLA
Adult Art Making • Domenici Education Building
 
VAMOS AL MUSEO:  
VALENTINES WITH NICK ABDALLA
Family Art Making • Domenici Education Building/Art Museum
 
FANTASÍA FANTÁSTICA GALLERY TOUR  
WITH CARLOS QUINTO KEMM
For Art Enthusiasts • Art Museum
 
HAPPY ARTE HOUR  
WITH RACHEL MULDEZ
Adult Art Making •Domenici Education Building
 
VAMOS AL MUSEO  
WITH RACHEL MULDEZ
Family Art Making • Domenici Education Building
 
CELEBRATE WOMEN & CREATIVITY  
WITH CYNTHIA COOK
Adult Art Making • Domenici Education Building
OCTOBER 14, 2016 THROUGH SPRING 2017
Thurs, Feb 2
5:30–7:30 pm
 
Sat, Feb 4, 2017 
10:30 am–12:00 pm
Sat, Feb 18, 2017
2:00 pm 
Thurs, Mar 2, 2017
5:30–7:30 pm
Sat, Mar 4, 2017
10:30 am–noon 
Thurs, Mar 23, 2017
5:30–7:30 pm 
Please check our website www.Nhccnm.Org for registration and 
additional information.  Programs are free.  Suggested donations 
($5-$10 + ) are encouraged and appreciated to help pay artists 
and purchase materials.
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To the Editor:
   Donald Trump is absolutely correct: 
The Election was rigged.  However, he 
absolutely lied when he said that between 
3 million and 5 million “illegals” cast 
votes in the election.
   The election was “rigged” because of 
the many states which have passed laws 
designed to restrict voter access — pri-
marily aimed at the poor and people of 
color.
   The election was “rigged” by the use 
of “cross-check” which inappropriately 
removed properly registered voters from 
the rolls. [See Greg Palast’s most recent 
book, “The Best Democracy Money Can 
Buy.”]
   The election was possibly “rigged” 
by the use of voting machines whose 
software is proprietary and not available 
for review.
   The election was “rigged” as a result of 
the thousand upon thousand provisional 
ballots that were not counted.
   Overt lying by the President for the 
sole purpose of self-aggrandizement, 
lying which places into question a major 
hallmark of a democratic society, should 
be sufficient to label this narcissistic, 
psychopathic con artist as unfit for office.
  — Herbert J. Hoffman
To the Editor:
   Since the talk of torture is again being 
debated, I would like to give the opinion 
of retired Sgt. Major Eric Haney, a found-
ing member of Delta Force.
   In an interview on March 3, 2006, he 
stated, “You don’t gain intelligence that 
way. Everybody in the world knows that. 
It’s worse than small-minded, and look 
what it does.” He added, “Mistreatment 
of helpless people in your power is 
torture, period. You don’t do it. It’s an act 
of cowardice.”
   “But other governments do it.” So what? 
Are they teachers? Although thousands 
of Americans prisoners died on British 
prison ships, Gen. George Washington 
refused to mistreat British POWs. To act 
morally is to act manly, and vice versa.
   “It is not torture, it is enhanced interro-
gation.” Words say whatever, but actions 
say “not American.” Defending it is not 
American in any form. 
  — Gregory Ozimek
To the Editor:
   More than eight months ago, about 
100 people submitted a petition to the 
U.S. Air Force requesting that a citizen 
remediation advisory board be formed to 
have input on the cleanup of the 24 mil-
lion-gallon aviation fuel spill that threat-
ened the aquifer from which Albuquerque 
draws the bulk of its drinking water.
  The main requirement to form the board 
was that there needed to be “sufficient 
and sustained community interest.” 
   Now that citizens have complied with 
the rule, at a recent public meeting, they 
were informed that Kirtland officials 
weren’t sure if there was enough “diversi-
ty” to form the advisory board.
   However, the word diversity isn’t found 
anywhere in the requirements. 
   The community interest has been 
demonstrated time and again, begin-
ning in 2008 with public attendance, 
comments, and complaints at numerous 
meetings in community centers and 
neighborhood associations. A meeting 
at the César Chavez Community Center 
became so large that the event had to be 
moved to the African-American Center at 
Expo New Mexico. 
   The rule requiring that this remediation 
advisory board be formed recognizes 
“the importance of public involvement 
at military installations.” Importantly, 
there are provisions for training of citizen 
members, furnishing technical expertise, 
administrative funding, as well as for 
citizen input on selecting members.
   So why hasn’t such a board been 
organized?
   Kirtland had ample opportunity before 
the public meeting to send out forms for 
participation to the many people on its 
computerized list of people that have 
attended meetings. By failing to send to 
the larger list, along with publishing the 
forms, Kirtland should not now claim that 
there weren’t enough sign-ups of people 
willing to participate on the advisory 
board.
   Kirtland should send out the forms and 
quit playing games. Many other Air Force 
sites, such as Hill Air Force Base, have 
these citizen boards. 
   There have been formal resolutions 
passed by the Albuquerque Bernalillo 
County Water Utility Authority, and there 
is a legislative memorial regarding the 
fuel spill.
   At a recent meeting to consider estab-
lishing the board, two state Senate staffers 
spoke encouragingly along with a city 
councilor, Pat Davis, who gave strong 
support. The legislative memorial – while 
not a law but an expression of the will 
of the Senate – asked for an independent 
review of the fuel spill. The water authori-
ty stated it would not allow any level of 
the toxic chemical Ethylene Dibromide in 
the city’s drinking water. 
   The fact that, at this late date, the Air 
Force has already spent $100 million on 
the fuel spill calls for independent scien-
tific and fiscal review.
   That independent review should begin 
with the community’s right to take a close 
look at planning, how much protection 
we are getting, as well as recommending 
what can further be done to remediate 
this massive spill. We owe it to the next 
generation of Albuquerque water users. 
  — Dave McCoy, Director,   
       Citizen Action NM 
CARtOOnS/LEttERS nEWS
Trump Order Strands 12-year-old 
girl in War-torn Yemen
Margarita, Corona tax
What happens if Donald Trump 
initiates a trade war with Mexico? 
The website QZ.com compiled a list 
of items American households might 
find more expensive or hard to come 
by if a trade war 
comes about. In 
a piece headlined 
“Who Moved 
My Avocado?” 
the website said 
fresh vegetables top the list, followed 
by fresh fruits, wine and beer, snack 
foods and nuts, and processed fruits 
and vegetables. In all, $14.9 billion a 
year in food imports would be affect-
ed. Mexico is the largest trade partner 
of the United States.
‘I love Jhinah’
More than a million fake Donald 
tweets flooded Twitter in China, many 
mocking him, some using Twitter to 
poke fun at the 45th president, some 
poking fun at China. Some of the fake 
tweets professed Trump’s love of 
China and the Chinese people. “Make 
your Chicken Year Great Again!” was 
one welcoming the Chinese New Year, 
which started Jan. 28.
Trolled by GQ
GQ magazine performed a virtual 
makeover of Donald Trump, getting 
rid of what it called “ridiculous hair,” 
the extra long tie, uneven shirt cuffs, 
baggy suit and overly bronzed skin. 
At the same time, the magazine’s 
editors said there was only so much 
they could do. Nothing, they said, can 
be done about the “misogyny, racism 
homophobia, class warfare, xenopho-
bia” and other demonstrated faults in 
the new president.
Tax return
A petition on the White House web-
site asking Donald Trump to release 
information about his tax returns has 
now received more signatures than 
any other petition in the system’s 
five-year history. The petition de-
mands that the federal  
government explain what it is doing 
to “immediately release Donald 
Trump’s full tax returns, with all 
information needed to verify emolu-
ments clause compliance.” It garnered 
more than 100,000 signatures within 
24 hours of the president’s inaugura-
tion and has become the subject of a 
New York Times editorial, the  
Huffington Post reported.
Et tu, Brute?
Forget about getting the news media 
to “shut up,” as White House adviser 
Steve Bannon urges. News reports 
indicate Donald Trump should work 
on his aides, who appear to be the 
source of embarrassing vignettes 
of working inside the Trump White 
House. Among the revelations were 
leaked drafts of an executive order on 
torture, building the wall with Mexico 
and deporting undocumented immi-
grants. On Jan. 23, just three days after 
his swearing-in, the Washington Post 
wrote: “Nearly a dozen of Trump’s 
closest confidantes helped plant an 
embarrassing news story about how 
their boss can’t handle embarrassing 
news stories. Which is to say: A presi-
dent who prizes loyalty in his subor-
dinates has already been betrayed by 
a huge swath of his inner circle.”
Facts don’t matter
On his first day on the job, among 
Donald Trump’s first actions was to 
call the director of the National Park 
Service on the carpet over a retweet 
about the size of his inauguration 
crowd. Additionally, the Park  
Service was temporarily banned from 
Twitter and Park Service Director 
Michael Reynolds was ordered to 
produce photographic evidence 
that Trump’s crowd was larger than 
Barack Obama’s. Reynolds complied 
and produced aerial evidence that 
shows the tightly packed crowd  
close to the Capitol and not the more 
sparse crowds farther from the  
inauguration stage.
COMPILED BY ABQ FREE PRESS WEEKLY STAFF
Trump Watch
BY JUSTIN ELLIOTT 
PROPUBLICA
Ahmed Ali spent last Sunday at a hotel near Djibouti’s International 
Airport, anxiously checking CNN on 
his phone to see if the Trump admin-
istration would allow him to fly to 
the U.S. with Eman, his 12-year-old 
daughter.
   Ali, 39, is a U.S. citizen. But his 
daughter had been living with grand-
parents in Yemen while American au-
thorities processed her visa application. 
After years of waiting, the U.S. embassy 
issued the precious piece of paper on 
Jan. 25, and father and daughter were 
excitedly preparing for the flight that 
would unite Eman with 
her mother and two 
sisters. 
   They got through secu-
rity at the airport before 
an official informed 
them that people with 
a Yemeni passport, like 
Eman, were prohibit-
ed from traveling to the U.S. by the 
executive order Donald Trump says is 
needed to keep the country safe from 
terrorism.
   “I got shocked because I don’t know 
what I have to do,” Ali said in a tele-
phone interview. “I can’t take her back 
to Yemen. And I can’t leave her here by 
herself — she is only 12 years old.”
   The Trump order, which bars citizens 
from Yemen and six other countries 
from entering the U.S. for 90 days, has 
left Eman in a stateless limbo. She can-
not join her American-citizen parents 
and family in the U.S. She has no roots 
or family in Djibouti. 
   And so on Sunday, her father, who 
works in a central California strip 
mall, was trying to decide how long 
he could continue to wait with her in 
a hotel he can scarcely afford. He said 
his only real choice — to send her back 
to the war-torn Yemeni city where she 
has lived under bombardment from 
Saudi forces backed by the U.S. — was 
unacceptable.
   The plight of Ali and Eman is part 
of a larger story of lives thrown into 
disarray. Across the world, reports have 
emerged of doctors, students and per-
formers and ordinary families whose 
permission to enter the U.S. had been 
granted and then summarily revoked.
   Eman spent much of her time in tears 
as Ali struggled to explain as best he 
could what’s happening. 
   “She can’t really understand,” he told 
me. “She said: ‘Why only Yemenis? 
Why only us? Why only me?’”
   Ali, the family’s sole breadwinner, 
has no idea what will happen next. The 
plane tickets, now gone, cost more than 
$2,000. The Lagon Bleu hotel, where 
he has been for almost two weeks, 
is expensive. In Los Banos, the town 
where he lives, he has worked for more 
than a decade as a manager at the Buy 
N Save Market, a small shopping center 
that includes a deli, a taqueria and a 
gas station. 
   On Jan. 29, he went to the U.S. embas-
sy in Djibouti seeking answers but was 
turned away. “We can’t do anything 
about it,” a security guard told him. 
   The process that cul-
minated in Eman being 
barred from boarding 
the plane began more 
than five years ago, 
according to the fami-
ly’s lawyer, Katherine 
Lewis. 
   Eman’s mother 
is an American citizen by birth but 
spent most of her life in Yemen. When 
Eman was born in Yemen, her parents 
assumed — incorrectly — that she was 
an American citizen, too. Complicated 
rules requiring five years of residency 
in the U.S. for the parent of a child born 
abroad meant that Eman did not auto-
matically become a citizen at birth.
   The particular irony of Eman’s situa-
tion is that “as soon as she entered the 
United States, she would be a lawful 
permanent resident and eligible for U.S. 
citizenship immediately,” said Lewis, 
an immigration law expert. Eman has 
what is known as an immediate relative 
visa.
   Lewis is now reaching out to the offic-
es of California’s senators to see if they 
can help. The Trump order includes 
provision for exceptions on a case-by-
case basis in the national interest. 
   The court orders that stayed aspects 
of Trump’s executive order do not 
appear to affect this case because 
Eman is not yet in the U.S., Lewis said. 
And the possible change to the order 
exempting green card holders does not 
seem to apply either because Eman will 
not have a green card unless she can 
enter the United States, something she 
is barred from doing.
   The White House did not immediate-
ly respond to a request for comment. 
Justin Elliott reports for ProPublica, a 
Pulitzer Prize-winning non-profit online 
news agency. His work can be found at 
propublica.org
Related Coverage
ABQ Joins Anti-Trump
Protests, Page 15
Refugees’ Plight, Page 19
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BY STEVE “MO” FYE  |  food@freeabq.com
give Some Love to a Neglected Root Veggie
MUSIC
When I was a child, I was pretty open to almost all 
foods. That puts me in a minority. 
   Most kids have a seriously 
narrow palate. Beets rank up there 
with spinach and liver on the list 
of stereotypically hated foods. 
   As an adult and an experienced 
cook, I have learned many food 
aversions can be traced to bad 
preparation. I still hate over-
cooked liver. It tastes like rusty 
nails. Spinach, prepared improp-
erly, has a terrible texture  
and odor. 
   I hated beets for years because 
I only had them out of a can or 
boiled for hours. Fresh beets, 
cooked properly, have a delicate 
flavor and aroma that canned 
versions cannot approach. 
   Cooking technique makes a 
giant difference in flavor, texture 
and appearance, and this applies 
to nearly any ingredient. 
   The best way to bring out the 
earthy flavor of beets is to roast 
them in their skins, then let them 
cool before peeling them. Sliced across the grain, 
even plain red beets show a nice texture and add 
flavor and color to your plate. 
   Buy fresh beets at a specialty store or farmers’ 
market, not your local grocery, unless you can find 
organic beets with the greens still attached. The price 
difference is often  
negligible. 
   Golden beets are a beautiful accompaniment to any 
entrée. Spend a bit more for heirloom bullseye beets. 
Red and white (or gold) rings make it easy to put a 
dramatic presentation on your plate. 
   Beets require a bit of time to cook, develop deep, 
The 
Feed
Nantucket Shoals 
Chef-owner Ryan Hickey announced plans to 
move to expand the catering and in-store offer-
ings. The seafood market has been in its current 
location (5415 Academy Rd. NE) for 28 years.
Jambo
Popular Santa Fe Caribbean restaurant  
Jambo is bringing its unique flavor to the Duke 
City. The owners are aiming for an early spring 
opening in the former Weck’s location at  
1105 Juan Tabo Blvd. NE.
M’tuccis
Family-owned M’tuccis Italian has expanded to 
its first Rio Rancho location at 1908 Wellsprings 
Ave. SE, in the space that was formerly Prime 
and (briefly) Vernon’s Open Door.
El Cotorro Taqueria
City zoning has approved El Cotorro  
Taqueria (111 Carlisle Blvd. NE) for the addition 
of beer and wine to wash down those tacos.
Los Cuates
The owners of Los Cuates have purchased the 
old Rio Grande Yacht Club.They plan to demol-
ish the building at 2500 Yale Blvd. SE and install 
another. The newest Los Cuates is projected to 
open sometime in 2018.
Roadrunner Food Bank
Roadrunner Food Bank has announced its  
2017 Souper Bowl winners. Bocadillos Café  
and Catering was awarded both 1st place in  
People’s Choice and Souper Bowl Champion, 
while Chumley’s Southwestern walked away 
with 1st place for Critic’s Choice.
BY BENJAMIN WEBB  |  food@freeabq.com
 
1 dozen hard-cooked eggs, peeled
3 cups apple cider vinegar
3 cups filtered water
1/2 cup Kosher salt or 3/8 cup fine table salt (not iodized)
1/4 cup granulated sugar or 3 tablespoons honey
2-3 bay leaves
2 tablespoons whole black peppercorns
1 tablespoon mustard seeds
2-5 cloves fresh garlic, peeled and crushed (or granulated garlic)
Dried herbs (marjoram, oregano, tarragon or other) to taste
   Bring water and vinegar to a boil, then add salt and sugar. 
   Once the brine comes back to a boil, add the beets and all other 
flavorings. Simmer until the beets are soft and the brine becomes pink. 
If the beets were roasted previously, add the flavorings first, then the 
beets after about 15 minutes. 
   Pour into a gallon jar filled with the hard-cooked eggs. Cap the jar 
tightly and place in the fridge. Let the eggs and beets marinate for at 
least a week. 
   For the most impressive presentation, slice the eggs in half, remove 
the yolks and season them, then pipe the mixture into the halved egg 
whites for pickled devilled eggs.
Optional: mix in finely sliced red or sweet onions for more flavor
Total of 5 tablespoons other whole spices (cumin, coriander, fennel, 
caraway, celery, anise, etc.)
3 pounds beets, peeled and sliced, diced or slivered
Equipment: Sanitized glass jar, large sauce pot
Steve “Mo” Fye
Pickled Beets and Eggs
BY BRADLEY T. SCHUMAN  |  music@freeabq.com
Sexy Downtempo grooves in the XX’s ‘I See You’
If you like trippy, bassy dream pop you can dance to, slide 
into romance to, or fall into 
post-night-out sleep to, The 
XX’s “I See You” is your album. 
If you like Glass Animals, 
Flume, The Weeknd, London 
Grammar, or Sombear, this is 
your album.
   “I See You” has been getting 
hype since last November when 
“On Hold” was released as a 
single, and performed on SNL 
about a week later. There had 
also been bits and pieces of 
melodies and samples released 
via Spotify, and a lot of fan 
anticipation.
   The XX once again manage to deliver a clear 
album experience, with each track smoothly transi-
tioning into the next, in what feels like just the right 
order. I’m a fan of the “album as an experience” 
as opposed to the “album as a series of individual 
iTunes sales” model of record construction, and I 
think here it’s even more needed. 
   The record has a floating ghostly quality that 
promotes a lonely sort of intimacy. They are un-
doubtedly the XX still, but the sound feels a little 
fuller, like more time went into 
production, more time went 
into creating the subtle layers 
that make The XX speak to 
your primal brain after deftly 
stepping around your waking 
mind. It is, for lack of a better 
way to explain it, smooth. Every 
pause and beat feels crafted into 
a flowing river of sound.
   “Dangerous” has a slippery 
bassline accompanied by spo-
radic horn fanfares. It’s one of 
the more dance-y poppy songs 
off the album, and it’s the sort 
of thing sweaty attractive peo-
ple in tight-fitting clothes might 
dance in slow motion to in a movie club scene.
   “Say Something Loving” slows the tempo a bit 
from there, and “Lips” moves straight into a breath-
less sex scene, complete with lingering eye contact.
   “A Violent Noise” maintains the calm pace before 
plummeting into “Performance,” which is absolute-
ly mournful. Just as you feel like you’ve had enough 
of that, the song suddenly cuts off amidst strings to 
a good five seconds of silence before moving on into 
“Replica” where soft, cheery piano gives you a bit of 
a lift.
   “Brave for You” lifts the album back to something 
less torpid, which is utterly necessary as “On Hold” 
is fabulously energetic and pushes you to move, to 
smile and to generally feel all right about life. 
   “I Dare You” maintains the spirit energy “On 
Hold” provides, with a hopeful sound and a peppy 
drumline. The album dips back down from there, 
finishing on a low somber note with “Test Me.”
   Lyrically, “I See You” is a winner, there’s depth to 
the vocals, and there’s a fantastic story told by sultry 
voices with more silk than steel to them. 
   Musically, the production is fantastic. There’s a lot 
of subtlety you miss on the first pass (or through 
crappy speakers) that fills out with each consecutive 
listen. 
   The XX just announced North American tour 
dates and sadly, Albuquerque didn’t make the cut. 
You can catch them at the Mesa Amphitheatre in 
Phoenix, which is the closest they’re getting to New 
Mexico.
Bradley T. Schuman is a pop culture geek and music nerd 
with far too many records and opinions.
All the best  
food news for  
Albuquerque  
and beyond
thexx.info
Facebook.com/thexx
Soundcloud.com/thexxofficial
musky flavor and soften enough to be palatable. The 
best results come from roasting beets whole. But like 
potatoes, they can also be cooked a myriad of ways. 
   The brilliant juices of red beets can stain your 
hands and cutting board, so think ahead. I like to 
prepare large batches of beets at once using dispos-
able plastic cutting boards and latex gloves. 
   One of the easiest ways to serve beets is to take 
heirlooms and slice them in ¼ inch-thick or half-
rounds and roast them. Place the lightly salted 
rounds on a foil-lined sheet pan and cook for half  
an hour or so at 375 degrees Fahrenheit. The  
natural sugars caramelize and add color and  
complex flavors. 
   Roasted beets, tossed in a bright-flavored vinai-
grette dressing, can be added to mixed greens and 
cheese for a beautiful composed salad. 
     My favorite way to eat beets is pickled with boiled 
eggs. This recipe takes some time, but is well worth 
the effort. The acidity and salt will keep the mix 
stable and safe for months in the refrigerator. The 
eggs will take on a nice pink color and the brine will 
enhance their natural savory flavor.
Steve “Mo” Fye is an Instructional Tech in the Culinary 
Arts program at Central New Mexico Community College 
and is enamored of the myriad uses of root vegetables. 
Wendy Fox Dial
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New Mexico’s long history of wooing and winning production 
dollars stretches back decades and 
has waned and renewed several 
times over, under multiple governing 
administrations. 
   The current boon of film and televi-
sion productions is yielding periph-
eral jobs and small business boosts as 
never before recorded. 
   Industry resource hubs 
such as Shoot New Mex-
ico, YellCast, the New 
Mexico Film Office and 
the New Mexico Film 
Business Alliance report 
well upwards of 700 
state businesses, service 
providers and contractors 
who count themselves 
as film friendly, working 
directly or indirectly as a 
vendor to the state’s film 
industry. 
   Current, widely 
circulated reports paint 
the picture of both the 
tremendous gains the 
state’s film program brings to New 
Mexico and the continuous peril its 
infrastructure faces at the hands of 
governmental scrutiny. 
   At the fall 2016 special session of 
the New Mexico Legislature, the 
state’s film incentive program may 
have been used as a bargaining chip 
to make gains for ulterior legislative 
goals or as a distraction from other, 
partisan legislation. 
   In any case, the public responded 
with a strong voice petitioning the 
Roundhouse to remain in support 
of the industry for the job creation, 
career building, and education and 
training opportunities it affords.
   Everyone, from the most invested 
film supporters to the mildly film 
curious, is invited to join industry 
businesses and organizations in a cele-
bratory day of events at the 2017 New 
Mexico legislative session’s annual 
Film & Media Day in Santa Fe.
   This year’s Film & Media Day at the 
New Mexico State Legislature will 
take place on Monday, Feb. 13, kicking 
off with a Mayor’s Breakfast at 8:30 
a.m. Santa Fe Mayor Javier Gonzales 
will greet attendees and speak to 
the value of the film industry in our 
capital city as well as statewide. 
   The annual State of the Industry 
press conference will be held at the  
rotunda at noon. Multiple special 
guests will speak at panels and break-
out events throughout the day. 
   Representatives from the  
New Mexico Film Office, New Mexico 
Post Alliance, New Mexico Women in 
Film, The New Mexico Film Foun-
dation, New Mexico Post Alliance, 
Media Arts Collaborative Charter 
School, Shoot New Mexico, Santa Fe  
Community College, multiple produc-
tion vendors, services and industries 
such as studios, hotels, talent resourc-
es, training resources and many more 
related fields will be on hand, filling 
the halls of the Roundhouse with 
informational resources for the public.
   The annual event serves as a 
long-standing tradition that allows 
film enthusiasts to get involved as 
well as to join industry insiders in 
thanking film-friendly legislators for 
their ongoing support of the career 
opportunities afforded to them 
through New Mexico Film produc-
tions, now and into the future.
New Mexico film expert Christa Valdez, of 
OneHeadlightInk.com and ChristaValdez.
com, reports on movies industry news for 
ABQ Free Press Weekly.
Why New Mexico 
Film & Media Day 
In Santa Fe?
BY CHRISTA VALDEZ  |  film@freeabq.com
While “Split” isn’t the M. Night Shyamalanaissance many were 
hoping it would be, the film features a 
bit of a revelatory turn by James McA-
voy, embracing range that we’ve only 
seen glimpses of in his earlier works. 
   As with most of his films, director M. 
Night Shyamalan’s career has been a 
bit of an enigma. After venturing onto 
the scene with a handful of fresh and 
innovative films, he hasn’t been able 
to regain that sense of wonder in the 
nearly two decades since. 
   “Split” is an admirable attempt. 
While it has its tense moments, and 
sets things up rather nicely for the 
finish, it doesn’t really get there. It’s an 
underwhelming effort to highlight the 
long-lasting effects of abuse, disguised 
as an over-the-top exploration of 
Dissociative Identity Disorder. 
   Which is where James McAvoy 
comes in. Roaring in, actually, with a 
performance that is so magnetic it’s 
hard to pull your eyes away. Con-
sequently, “Split” by default takes 
several steps back when he isn’t on  
the screen. 
   Though the marketing campaign 
for the film touts 23 different person-
alities for McAvoy’s character, there 
are really only four or five that have 
significant screen time. They’re varied 
enough, but it’s a testament to McA-
voy’s performance that they truly feel 
like different characters with separate 
bodies as well as motives. 
   The film’s first two acts are full of  
sequences where McAvoy shows off 
his talents, but it’s clear from the  
very first moments of “Split” that 
Shyamalan’s script focuses on the 
wrong character — Anya Taylor-Joy’s 
standoffish Casey. 
   We get some flashbacks into mo-
ments of Casey’s life as a young girl 
that are meant to serve as explanations 
for who she eventually became, but 
there’s a problem – it’s hard to care. 
It doesn’t seem like Shyamalan does 
either, as McAvoy’s scenes are much 
better directed and simply more 
compelling. 
   This being a Shyamalan film, we’re 
expecting a final-act revelation that 
turns everything on its head, an expec-
tation that the twist-obsessed director 
is at fault for implementing over the 
years. Unfortunately in “Split,” guess-
ing the conclusion is more satisfying 
than the finale itself. It’s a revelation 
of the intellectual kind, rather than an 
in-your-face moment of catharsis. 
   At best, it can be appreciated what 
Shyamalan was trying to strive for 
with the setup and eventual payoff. 
At worst, you’ll be very confused once 
the credits roll. It legitimately feels like 
there’s something we missed, some 
clue to make sense of it all, when in 
reality, this is one of the more straight-
forward Shyamalan efforts. 
   Which, because of McAvoy’s perfor-
mance, is fine. He is a force, making 
an early case for one of the memorable 
performances of 2017. He not only 
carries the movie – he singlehandedly 
elevates it from being stuck in Shya-
malan movie purgatory, to a sign that 
the director might be on the road back 
to relevance. 
   Here’s hoping Shyamalan sees it as a 
benchmark, and not the peak. 
David Lynch is an award-winning  
film critic.
Inspired performance
In ‘Split’
BY DAVID LYNCH  |  film@freeabq.com
Screen  
MALE
Afro-Cuban, 30s-40s – Felipe
Must be fluent in Cuban-accent 
Spanish
“Hard As Luck”
Shoots in Taos
Send headshot and resume to 
alexkstrauss@gmail.com
Open ethnicity, open age –  
audiobook narrator
Must be able to sound like elder 
Polynesian man
“Dreaming the Ecopalypse”
Email lcshank@lcshank.com
PAID
Open ethnicity, 18+ – Various
“Hyde Park”
Albuquerque/Santa Fe
Send resume and headshot to 
nick@prestigiousfilms.com
PAID positions available
Open ethnicity, 40s – Franklin
Untitled sci-fi feature
Filming in March/April
Send resume and headshots to 
JBReflectionFilms@gmail.com
FEMALE
Open ethnicity, 10-14 – Female
“Not the Same” music video
Audition, Feb. 6
Santa Fe University of Art and 
Design
Send headshot and contact info 
to fladstreetfilms@gmail.com
PAID
Open ethnicity, 18+ – Saloon 
Madame
“Hyde Park”
Albuquerque/Santa Fe
Send resume and headshot to 
nick@prestigiousfilms.com
Open ethnicity, 30s – Andrea
Untitled sci-fi feature
Filming in March/April
Send resume and headshots to 
JBReflectionFilms@gmail.com
OPEN GENDER 
Open ethnicity, 20s-30s
Unique look
“Midnight, Texas”
Must have valid ID
Visit lathamcasting.com
PAID
Open ethnicity, all ages
People who look like the reside 
in a small Texas town
“Midnight, Texas”
Must have valid ID
Visit lathamcasting.com
PAID
Stage
MALE
Open ethnicity – Che 
Stage age 18-35, high tenor
“Evita”
Auditions Feb. 3 & 4
MTS Center for Theatre
6320-B Domingo NE, 
Albuquerque
To audition, visit form.jotform.
com/mtsamigos/mts-audi-
tion-form
Open ethnicity, 40s-50s – Juan
Bass/Baritone
“Evita”
Auditions Feb. 3 & 4
MTS Center for Theatre
6320-B Domingo NE, 
Albuquerque
To audition, visit form.jotform.
com/mtsamigos/mts-audi-
tion-form
Open ethnicity, 30s-40s – 
Augustin
Tenor
“Evita”
Auditions Feb. 3 & 4
MTS Center for Theatre
6320-B Domingo NE, 
Albuquerque
To audition, visit form.jotform.
com/mtsamigos/mts-audi-
tion-form
Open ethnicity, open age –  
The Mikado
Bass
“The Mikado”
Auditions Feb. 11, 12:30-5 p.m., 
Feb. 12, 6-9 p.m.
Adobe Theater
9813 4th Street NW, 
Albuquerque
Prepare a 2-minute song 
Email jhoffman9@comcast.net 
for appointment
Open ethnicity, open age – 
Nanki-Poo
Tenor
“The Mikado”
Auditions Feb. 11, 12:30-5 p.m., 
Feb. 12, 6-9 p.m.
Adobe Theater
9813 4th Street NW, 
Albuquerque
Prepare a 2-minute song 
Email jhoffman9@comcast.net 
for appointment
Open ethnicity, open age –  
Ko-Ko
Baritone
“The Mikado”
Auditions Feb. 11, 12:30-5 p.m., 
Feb. 12, 6-9 p.m.
Adobe Theater
9813 4th Street NW, 
Albuquerque
Prepare a 2-minute song 
Email jhoffman9@comcast.net 
for appointment
Open ethnicity, open age – 
Pooh-Bah
Bass-Baritone
“The Mikado”
Auditions Feb. 11, 12:30-5 p.m., 
Feb. 12, 6-9 p.m.
Adobe Theater
9813 4th Street NW, 
Albuquerque
Prepare a 2-minute song 
Email jhoffman9@comcast.net 
for appointment
Open ethnicity, open age – Pish-
Tush
Baritone
“The Mikado”
Auditions Feb. 11, 12:30-5 p.m., 
Feb. 12, 6-9 p.m.
Adobe Theater
9813 4th Street NW, 
Albuquerque
Prepare a 2-minute song 
Email jhoffman9@comcast.net 
for appointment
FEMALE
Open ethnicity – Eva 
Stage age 15-33, Mezzo with 
low E to high G
“Evita”
Auditions Feb. 3 & 4
MTS Center for Theatre
6320-B Domingo NE, 
Albuquerque
To audition, visit form.jotform.
com/mtsamigos/mts-audi-
tion-form
Open ethnicity, 15-18 – Mistress
Range of low A to high E
“Evita”
Auditions Feb. 3 & 4
MTS Center for Theatre
6320-B Domingo NE, 
Albuquerque
To audition, visit form.jotform.
com/mtsamigos/mts-audi-
tion-form
Open ethnicity, open age – Yum-
Yum
Soprano
“The Mikado”
Auditions Feb. 11, 12:30-5 p.m., 
Feb. 12, 6-9 p.m.
Adobe Theater
9813 4th Street NW, 
Albuquerque
Prepare a 2-minute song 
Email jhoffman9@comcast.net 
for appointment
Open ethnicity, open age –  
Pitti-Sing
Mezzo
“The Mikado”
Auditions Feb. 11, 12:30-5 p.m., 
Feb. 12, 6-9 p.m.
Adobe Theater
9813 4th Street NW, 
Albuquerque
Prepare a 2-minute song 
Email jhoffman9@comcast.net 
for appointment
Open ethnicity, open age – 
Peep-Bo
Soprano
“The Mikado”
Auditions Feb. 11, 12:30-5 p.m., 
Feb. 12, 6-9 p.m.
Adobe Theater
9813 4th Street NW, 
Albuquerque
Prepare a 2-minute song 
Email jhoffman9@comcast.net 
for appointment
Open ethnicity, open age – 
Katisha
Alto
“The Mikado”
Auditions Feb. 11, 12:30-5 p.m., 
Feb. 12, 6-9 p.m.
Adobe Theater
9813 4th Street NW, 
Albuquerque
Prepare a 2-minute song 
Email jhoffman9@comcast.net 
for appointment
OPEN GENDER  
Open ethnicity, 8-12 – Child 
Singer
Must be able to sing in Spanish
“Evita”
Auditions Feb. 3 & 4
MTS Center for Theatre
6320-B Domingo NE, 
Albuquerque
To audition, visit form.jotform.
com/mtsamigos/mts-audi-
tion-form
Open ethnicity, all ages – 
Ensemble
“Evita”
Auditions Feb. 3 & 4
MTS Center for Theatre
6320-B Domingo NE, 
Albuquerque
To audition, visit form.jotform.
com/mtsamigos/mts-audi-
tion-form
Open ethnicity, open age – 
Ensemble
Mezzo, High-baritone
“The Mikado”
Auditions Feb. 11, 12:30-5 p.m., 
Feb. 12, 6-9 p.m.
Adobe Theater
9813 4th Street NW, 
Albuquerque
Prepare a 2-minute song 
Email jhoffman9@comcast.net 
for appointment
Local auditions in One place
Photo: nicoletaionescu
Want your casting  
or crew call  
listed here?  
Send an email to 
callboard@freeabq.com
For more information and 
updates visit the New Mexico 
Film & Media Events page on 
Facebook, or on Twitter  
@NMFilmMediaEvents
Photo: Courtesy of Universal
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This is the second run of this strain for new 
dispensary, Organtica; 
and after trying it out 
for myself, I can see why 
they sold out of their 
first harvest so quickly. 
   Arise is currently 
testing at some of the 
highest THC levels in 
the country, including 
recreational markets, 
which means a little 
goes a very long way. It 
is a strong sativa, so it 
effectively and quickly 
cuts through the brain 
fog caused by chronic 
pain. 
   The effects were 
not long lasting, but I 
didn’t need much to 
get comfortable in the 
first place, so it wasn’t 
too much of a burden to 
medicate several times. 
Despite providing moti-
vation for distraction, it 
didn’t do much for my 
chronic pain, so this is 
not a strain I would use 
on a heavy pain day.
Ingredients
1 1/2 cups gluten-free 
all-purpose flour 
1 1/2 cups coconut sugar 
1 1/2 cups dark chocolate 
chips 
1 cup cocoa powder 
1/4 cup coconut flour 
2 teaspoons baking 
powder 
1 teaspoon baking soda  
1 teaspoon xanthan gum 
1/2 teaspoon salt 
1 3/4 cups buttermilk 
4 eggs 
3/4 cup hemp seed oil 
3 teaspoons vanilla extract 
3 teaspoons R. Greenleaf 
Indica Cannabutter 
Optional Chocolate 
Chip Buttercream 
Frosting
(mixer required) 
1 cup butter, softened 
(unsalted, Sweet Cream 
Butter) 
4 cups powdered sugar 
3/4 cup of cocoa powder 
2-3 teaspoons of vanilla 
1-2 tablespoons of 
buttermilk 
1-2 teaspoon R. Greenleaf 
Indica Cannabutter 
Cupcakes
1. Preheat oven to 280 
degrees (reminder: THC 
degrades at temps over 
300 degrees). 
2. Combine dry ingredients 
in a bowl; mix well. 
3. Whisk buttermilk, eggs, 
vegetable oil, vanilla 
extract and Cannabutter 
in another bowl until 
combined. 
4. Fold dry mixture into 
wet ingredients until 
completely blended. Divide 
batter evenly among 
muffin cups, filling each 
about halfway. 
Bake cupcakes in the 
preheated oven until a 
toothpick inserted in the 
centers comes out clean, 
about 30 minutes. Cool in 
pans 5 minutes; transfer 
to a wire rack to cool 
completely. 
Yields 30 cupcakes. 
Buttercream Frosting
Combine powdered 
sugar and cocoa powder 
in mixing bowl. Fold in 
softened butter, then mix 
in vanilla, buttermilk and 
Cannabutter. Whisk on 
high until fluffy. 
CAnnABIS nEWSthEAtER
Bryan Lambe has many skills; he sings, he acts, but he’ll tell you 
himself that magic is his true passion. 
His “Dirty Magic” routine will be 
featured in Self-Serve’s anniversary 
party, and I talked to him to learn  
a bit more. 
Is magic a type of theater? 
Bryan Lambe: Magic is definitely 
a type of theater. There is a very 
old magician named [Jean Eugene] 
Robert-Houdin, who said, “A magi-
cian is an actor playing the part of a 
magician.” I believe that very much 
to be true. When you get on stage, 
you want to make people believe that 
something impossible is possible. So, I 
believe that it should be regarded as a 
type of theater. 
Do you do close-up magic or big 
illusions? 
I started by doing close up magic. 
Small stuff, working with coins, 
pens – basic small items. It wasn’t till 
late 2013 that I started wanting to do 
bigger effects. I wanted to do some-
thing for 30, 50 people or even more. I 
do fairly large tricks, in the sense that 
they can fill up a stage. Last year, I 
played Leather Fiesta, so the audience 
was 150-200 people and the trick that 
I did was small enough to fit into a 
breast pocket. I’m able to do a whole 
set, 20 to 30 minutes, with everything 
in my jacket. So, my props might not 
big, but my tricks fill up a stage. 
Do you have a preference for the 
type of magic you do?
I do have a preference, I love doing 
effects that shock people. When I get 
on stage, I’m to the nines; white shirt, 
suit jacket, black suspenders, tie and 
I look very non-threatening. But I like 
to do shocking things like fire-eating, 
eating glass – sideshow sort of stuff. 
I’ll do it as my penultimate trick; but 
first you’ll see me telling jokes, doing 
card tricks, and then suddenly I’m 
putting  glass in my face. I do magic 
specifically for the reaction it gives. 
They’ll do the non-verbal gasp, or 
they’ll be too shocked to respond at 
all. I love that.
Would you ever do grand illusions?
I would love to do big illusions, but 
I’ve gotten so used to doing a show 
from inside a suitcase it’s hard to 
break out of it. My upbringing is from 
the magic shop on Central [Max’s 
Magic Shop], with Max Krause and 
Chris Zaccara as my mentors. Any-
way, the shop has books and effects 
for audiences that show how to build 
big props and saw people in half 
and stuff like that. But it’s gotten to 
the point where I like being my own 
boss, and being a reliable performer. 
Eventually, I’d like to have some 
grand illusions. 
Ashley Kurtz is a freelance theater critic.
The Theater of Magic
District 31 state legislative representative William “Bill” R. Rehm is a retired police officer who has 
introduced several bills during this year’s legislative 
session that echo the “Tough on Crime” rhetoric of the 
90s, including a revival of the Three Strikes Law. He has 
sponsored a bill related to marijuana that ignores the 
medical marijuana community as a legitimate population 
of marijuana users.
HB 22 — DWI for Certain 
Drugs & Interlocks
   This bill proposes that illegally driving 
under the influence of marijuana be defined 
at “five nanograms per milliliter  
of blood.” The bill uses the word “marijuana” 
only once, and then uses the general term 
“drugs” to represent a group of substances 
including cocaine, heroin and meth. 
   Of the substances on the list, marijuana and morphine 
are the only items listed that can be obtained with a 
prescription, everything else would be obtained via street 
market for recreational use or abuse.
   The bill does not mention medical marijuana, instead 
treating anyone with marijuana in their system the same. 
This does not take into account that research has shown 
that regular users like medical marijuana patients will 
have higher levels of THC in their bloodstreams than 
occasional users, or that, because of the way THC is stored 
by the body, a high THC level will not subside for weeks 
after discontinuing use.
   Intoxication beyond one’s ability to drive a car is 
possible with marijuana; however, the science to back 
up exactly how to accurately test for that is lacking. The 
bill lays down a hard limit of THC that does not consider 
that research has shown regular users like medical 
marijuana patients will have higher levels of THC 
in their bloodstreams than occasional users, or 
that because THC is stored within the fat cells 
of the body, a high THC level will not subside 
for weeks after discontinuing use.
   It’s important to remember that all the other 
horrible consequences that come with an 
alcohol-related DWI come with a marijuana-re-
lated DWI. 
   The bill is still within the House Committee on 
Consumer and Public Affairs and not currently scheduled 
for review.
Sponsor: William “Bill” R. Rehm, 505-986-4214
Chair of Committee: Eliseo Lee Alcon, 505-986-4425
Committee Members: 
Patricia Roybal Caballero, 505-986-4248
Deborah A. Armstrong, 505-986-4840
Bob Wooley, 505-986-4454
Monica Youngblood, 505-986-4242
Bill’s Bill
BY MELISSA WOOD  |  melissa@freeabq.com Dispensary 
News
CANNACEUTICS
4316 Carlisle Blvd.
Suite D
872-2003
Just stocked up on a wide variety of seeds 
for PPL holders 
 
CG CORRIGAN
6614 Gulton Ct. NE
933-599
Dropped prices to $11/gram from $12 
 
HEALTHY EDUCATION 
SOCIETY
5401 Lomas Blvd. NE 
Suite A
312-7664
Offers a daily discount of 10 percent for 
patients who come in after 4:20 p.m.  
 
MINERVA CANNA GROUP
7103 4th St. NW
Building M
888-2699
New Bernalillo location announced, they 
will be located inside the old Blake’s 
Lotaburger at 113 W 550
Will have B*witched (Hybrid-16.9%THC 
0.18%CBD) on special for $7/gram all 
week 
 
R. GREENLEAF
4414 Menaul Blvd. NE 
Suite 1 
510-1717
Grand Opening of their Nob Hill location.
R. Greenleaf will hold a grand opening at 
their new Nob Hill location (4014 Central 
Ave SE) on Feb. 1. The event runs from 10 
a.m. to 5:30 p.m. and will include dis-
counts and a raffle 
 
SWOP
3504 Montgomery Blvd. NE
884-8221
Is featuring a daily happy hour special 
from 2 to 4:20 p.m., a different product is 
featured every weekday
Melissa Wood is a card-carrying medical  
marijuana patient whose quality of life has  
been greatly improved by its use.
BY MELISSA WOOD
The recipes and  
reviews on this 
page are geared 
toward  
medical marijuana 
patients and are 
not intended for  
illegal use.
Agatha Christie is known for her suspenseful and thrilling murder 
mysteries; and now Albuquerque 
Little Theater (224 San Pasquale Ave 
SW) has turned one of her more infa-
mous stories, “And Then There Were 
None,” into a play. 
   Set on Soldier Island off the coast 
of Devon, England in the 1940s, 10 
individuals have been invited by a 
mysterious Mrs. Owen for a dinner 
party for a few days. 
   The more the guests interact, the 
more obvious it becomes that there’s 
an ulterior plot against them. As the 
show plays out, the audience must 
try to figure out who has the deadly 
plan and what exactly they can do to 
combat it.
   Directed by Henry Avery, the play 
is very well done. The set, by Glenn 
Pepe, is gorgeous and works well to 
support the story. 
   All of the actors are strong, but the 
stand-out is Lawrence Wargrave, 
played by Mario Cabrera, and Dr. 
Armstrong played by Dehron Foster. 
Cabrera gives a very chilling, but 
well-rounded performance as the 
intellectual judge. Foster portrays 
the slow collapse of Dr. Armstrong’s 
peace of mind extremely well, and he 
is believably shaken to his core. 
   “And Then There Were None” left 
the audience “ooh-ing” and “ahh-ing” 
throughout the performance, and the 
suspense of the show is worth the 
price of the ticket. 
BY ASHLEY KURTZ
Visit albuquerquelittletheater.org to 
buy tickets. “And Then There Were 
None” runs through Feb. 12. 
See Bryan Lambe perform at Self 
Serve’s “Ten Years of Loving” party 
on Feb. 4 at Effex Nightclub  
(420 Central Ave SW).  
For more information, visit  
selfservetoys.com
‘and Then There Were 
None’ a Thrilling Mystery
Photo: Glen Pepe Photography
Photo: William ArandaBY ASHLEY KURTZ  |  ashdkurtz@gmail.com
Strain Review:  
arise
BY MELISSA WOOD
Dispensary: Organtica
Testing: 31.88% THC
Family: Sativa
Genetics: Golden 
Goat x Daybreaker
Smell: Sweet 
Sandalwood
Chocolate Overload Cannabis Cupcakes
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Rain
By Kazim Ali
With thick strokes of ink the sky fills with rain.
Pretending to run for cover but secretly praying for more rain.
Over the echo of the water, I hear a voice saying my name.
No one in the city moves under the quick sightless rain.
The pages of my notebook soak, then curl. I’ve written:
“Yogis opened their mouths for hours to drink the rain.”
The sky is a bowl of dark water, rinsing your face.
The window trembles; liquid glass could shatter into rain.
I am a dark bowl, waiting to be filled.
If I open my mouth now, I could drown in the rain.
I hurry home as though someone is there waiting for me.
The night collapses into your skin. I am the rain.
ARtS
   Students choose three poems to learn from the Poetry Out Loud 
anthology, which is compiled and updated annually. One poem must 
be under 25 lines, one written before the 20th century and the final, 
student’s choice. 
   Videotaped examples of great recitation by kids can be seen at  
poetryoutloud.org, but it’s more exciting to watch the state finals, 
said Kennedy. This year’s state finals will start at 1 p.m. on Sunday, 
March 12, at the St. Francis Auditorium in the New Mexico Museum 
of Art in Santa Fe. Admission is free.
   The experience “really makes you weep,” Kennedy said. “They’re 
so accomplished.”
Keiko Ohnuma is a freelance journalist.
As any grandparent will tell you, memorizing poetry was an  inescapable part of school until the mid-1900s, which is why  
characters in old movies will sometimes bust out strangely  
appropriate verses at just the right moment. 
   Poetry is meant to be read aloud, after all — but until the  
resurgence of interest in spoken-word art forms over the last decade, 
memorizing and reciting poetry had all but vanished from the core 
curriculum. 
   To help bring it back, the national Poetry Out Loud program was 
formed in 2005 by the Chicago-based Poetry Foundation and the  
National Endowment for the Arts to fan a flame of enthusiasm for 
this subtle performance art.
   Administered by state art agencies and funded by the NEA, the 
program offers high stakes for students who take part in the national 
competition: a top award of $20,000, and half that for second place 
— “one of the highest prizes in the fine arts,” according to Phyllis 
Kennedy of New Mexico Arts, which runs the program for our state. 
“Most of the big prizes are in science.”
   No New Mexican has yet taken home that top award, but the state 
has had a finalist, Kennedy said, and they win prizes too. Each year 
some half-dozen to a dozen New Mexico schools participate in the 
competition, which requires winning at successively higher levels. 
For teachers, the program offers a free curriculum and materials that 
meet Common Core standards for English.
   Ten schools are competing this year, including 23 teachers and 1,227 
students at high schools including Carlsbad, Maxwell, Las Cruces 
and Taos, as well as Albuquerque and Santa Fe.
   Juliette A. Beck, head of the theater department at the Public Acad-
emy for Performing Arts in Albuquerque, has her students take part 
each year. 
   “I think it can really give young performers a chance to own the 
stage, interpret text and build on public speaking,” she said. 
   Her students agree, saying recitation helps exercise their creativity, 
expand their range, and connect to poetry “in a new and exciting 
way,” as Kaleah Baca put it. 
   “The experience and feeling of being on stage is exhilarating!” 
added Dominique Marquez. 
   Quite different from slam poetry or theater because it applies  
criteria of “dramatic appropriateness” – meaning no histrionics,  
no props and minimal gestures – poetry recitation builds skills in 
stage presence and public speaking, not to mention an appreciation 
for poetry.
BY KEIKO OHNUMA
A World of 
                       Poetry
All Photos: Courtesy Tim Keller
Adam Stewart
From left to right: Michelle Zhou, Verona Gomez,  
and Oceana Vasquez
Luc Perrault
Verona Gomez
Michelle Zhou
Samantha Baca
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When developers of the One Central project in Downtown Albuquerque came before the 
Bernalillo County Commission late last year seeking 
30 years worth of property tax breaks, Commission-
er Debbie O’Malley had had enough.
   O’Malley asked why the county was using indus-
trial revenue bonds – an economic development 
incentive designed to lure manufacturers – to give 
long-term tax breaks to a project that includes a 
bowling alley, brewery, restaurant and apartments.
   O’Malley managed to cut the term of the IRB to 15 
years. Now, she and fellow commissioner Maggie 
Hart Stebbins, both Democrats, argue that the coun-
ty has no standards for IRBs or the tax breaks that 
come with them.
   The county is giving them away to pretty much any 
company that walks through the door, they argue. 
   That practice, O’Malley and Stebbins said, is 
causing taxes to be unfairly shifted to other busi-
nesses and residential property owners. Any time a 
company is given a tax break, other property owners 
and businesses have to make up the difference in 
higher taxes.
   Bottom line: When the county issues IRBs, they’re 
raising taxes on the rest of us.
   Moreover, the IRB giveaways are giving unfair ad-
vantages over local competitors who haven’t gotten 
the same tax relief.
   “They’re called industrial revenue bonds for a rea-
son,” O’Malley said. “And that is primarily industrial 
projects that produce income for an area. But it has 
gotten distorted. It’s not supposed to be used for 
restaurants and stores. I’m not sure how it all got 
distorted, but I think we have done a disservice to the 
county by agreeing to it, and we have lost income.
   “We might have to raise taxes because we don’t 
have enough money because we gave it all away,” 
she said.
   Stebbins said she is angered not only by the seem-
ingly wholesale granting of IRBs but also by the lack 
of information commissioners get about them. 
   “We are reducing the tax base, which means the 
burden is shifted to other taxpayers in the county,” 
Stebbins said.
Criteria review
   O’Malley’s complaints got the attention of Coun-
ty Manager Julie Morgas Baca, and now county 
officials are conducting a “thorough and exhaustive 
review of all economic development policies and 
procedures,” Baca said. 
   “This will be a team effort that includes our legal 
department, our ethics office, our budget and 
finance teams, and, of course, the Economic Devel-
opment Department,” Baca said. “Economic incen-
tives help companies grow and expand in Bernalillo 
County. However, we must also protect our tax base, 
which pays for basic services like public safety and 
community centers.”
IRB binge
   Since 2012, Bernalillo County has approved 41 
bond deals. By contrast, during that time, the City of 
Albuquerque has done just one. Sandoval County, 
known for its multi-billion-dollar IRBs for Intel 
Corp., hasn’t done any.
   Those 41 Bernalillo County IRBs have led to $636.5 
million in private investment, the creation of 3,041 
jobs, and annual abatement – or forgiveness – of 
$876,000 in property taxes for the firms that got the 
deals, according to county records.
   Traditionally, IRBs were meant for economic base 
companies that generate most of their revenue from 
sales outside the metro area or outside the state. 
Those types of firms bring new money into an econ-
omy – the only way an economy can grow. Subsidiz-
ing a new bowling alley patronized by locals simply 
recycles local dollars through the local economy and 
does little to nothing to stimulate growth.
   And it goes beyond bowling alleys. Bernalillo 
County has approved IRBs for workforce housing, 
office and retail space, senior housing, and, in the 
case of One Central, a so-called entertainment 
district. All are projects that critics argue shouldn’t 
be eligible for IRBs.
   “IRBs were intended to be used to grow the eco-
nomic base, and they have been discretionary,” said 
Mark Lautman, an economic development expert. 
It appears that the county has expanded the use 
of IRBs for any project that they like, regardless of 
whether it improves the economic base or not.”
   “They should be used to make the deal happen. In 
other words, if it weren’t for the tax savings from the 
IRB, the deal wouldn’t happen,” Lautman said. “It 
should be the difference between the project being 
located in the county. Either it goes someplace else 
or it stays here.”
   Noreen Scott, who until two years ago headed Rio 
Rancho’s economic development efforts, was sur-
prised by the number of IRBs issued by her neighbor 
to the south.
   “In Sandoval County the threshold is 60 percent 
new dollars,” she said. “In Sandoval County, we did 
not do hotels and we did not do restaurants.
   “I can’t understand how you can do it for restau-
rants and hotels, because, in general, the business 
for those would be industry [and customers] that 
is already here,” Scott said. “IRBs should be used 
for economic base growth, specifically, job creation 
where dollars are coming in from outside the 
market.”
The upside
   County commissioners Wayne Johnson and Lonnie 
Talbert, both Republicans, defend the county’s 
heavy use of IRBs, including their use for projects 
that don’t bring new money into the community. 
   “The trade off [reduced taxes and income for the 
county] is pretty small for the amount of returns, 
which is over a half a billion dollars in private 
investment,” Johnson said. 
   However, Johnson said the county’s current 
IRB policy “does put us in the position of picking 
winners and losers, and that’s one reason I don’t like 
them.”
   Talbert said the county has approved IRBs for 
restaurants and office buildings because there 
aren’t enough manufacturers in the area looking to 
expand, and the county needs every job it can get.
   “New Mexico is not a mecca for manufacturing, 
and we are looking for projects that are going to 
help move the economy forward,” Talbert said. 
“Sometimes we have to go back and revisit things. 
The intention was originally manufacturing, but if 
manufacturing isn’t occurring at the rate we would 
like, let’s adjust and find things that we can invest in.”
   Mayling Armijo, director of the county’s Economic 
Development department, said companies have 
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been coming to the county for IRBs 
because the county isn’t as restrictive 
as the city, and its approval process is 
much shorter.
   Armijo said her department vets 
IRB applications to ensure that the 
companies are financially sound and 
can pay off their bonds, and that the 
deal will bring more jobs and gross 
receipts taxes.
   “If you look at the private invest-
ment to what we are abating in taxes, 
it is 10 to one,” Armijo said. “So for 
every $10 in private investment there 
is a $1 tax abatement.”
Low-balling?
   The value of the abated taxes of the 
county’s 41 IRBs worth $876,211 a 
year works out to $17.5 million over a 
20-year period.
   However, O’Malley and Stebbins 
said the amount of the forgiven taxes 
actually is much higher because the 
county calculates them using the 
value of the property before the 
project is built – and not the value of 
the property when the project is up 
and running, when the value of the 
property, and the taxes on that proper-
ty would be higher.
   As a result, taxpayers aren’t being 
told the full extent of the tax breaks 
the county is giving away, O’Malley 
and Stebbins said.
   “What they are calculating is based 
on property that has not been devel-
oped, and that is not a fair calcula-
tion,” O’Malley said.
   The sheer number of IRBs being 
approved may be the result of an 
inherent conflict of interest within the 
county bureaucracy, O’Malley said.
   For example, companies that get 
property tax breaks through an IRB 
are required to pay the county a 
payment in lieu of taxes, or PILT fee. 
Commissioners learned in December 
that 46 percent, or $653,000 of the 
$1.4 million that the county collects 
annually in PILT money from IRBs 
goes into the Economic Development 
Department’s budget. According to 
Armijo, that money is used to fund 
trips by commissioners to business 
summits and trade missions, and for 
other department business.
   “The more deals they get the more 
money goes into their department,” 
O’Malley said. “All these things are 
set up to move the [IRB] applications 
forward; they don’t induce scrutiny.”
   O’Malley said she won’t vote to 
approve another IRB until the county 
has completely rewritten its policies 
and criteria for them.   
   “I’m done. I’m not going to do this 
anymore,” O’Malley said.
Dennis Domrzalski is an associate editor at 
ABQ Free Press Weekly.
What are IRBs?
IRBs, or industrial revenue bonds, allow compa-
nies to raise money to expand their operations 
or build new ones, while getting property tax 
breaks. Governments give them out in the name 
of job growth. Taxes are abated on the property 
and on the equipment companies bring into 
a facility. The bonds are sold in the name of a 
government entity so they qualify for tax breaks. 
The companies pay off the bonds. The tax breaks 
typically last for 10 to 30 years. The county’s 
Economic Development department accepts and 
vets applications by companies for IRBs and then 
sends its recommendations to the five-member 
County Commission for approval.
Why Bernalillo County is ‘IRBs R Us’
   The rush is on among companies trying to get IRBs from Bernalillo County, 
because the City of Albuquerque has two major criteria for IRB’s that the 
county doesn’t have. 
   First, city projects have to be “economic base” efforts, meaning “fifty-one 
percent or more of the revenues of the New Mexico operation are generated 
outside the Albuquerque Metropolitan Statistical Area,” according to the city’s 
IRB published criteria.
   Second, a city-approved IRB and its tax breaks can’t give a company in one 
industry an unfair advantage over another in the same industry sector. By state 
law, cities are barred from issuing IRBs for retail projects.
   Bernalillo County, on the other hand, doesn’t require a company to be 
economic base to qualify, doesn’t forbid retail projects and doesn’t have a strict 
prohibition against giving a firm an unfair advantage in the marketplace. 
IRBs approved since 2012
 Bernalillo County ............................41
 City of Albuquerque .........................1
 Sandoval County ...............................0
‘It appears that the county has  
expanded the use of IRBs  
for any project that they like,  
regardless of whether it improves 
the economic base or not’
— economic development expert Mark Lautman
County Commissioner 
O’Malley said she  
won’t vote to approve  
another IRB until the 
county has completely 
rewritten its policies  
and criteria for them
As protests spread across the nation over Donald Trump’s ban on immigrants 
and travelers to the U.S. from seven Mus-
lim-majority countries, here’s what some of 
the protesters in Albuquerque are saying:
Sandunie, 25, who asked her last name 
not be used
“I’m on a work visa here, [from Sri Lanka], 
and I don’t have my green card yet so I’m a 
bit worried. Sri Lanka’s not on the list, but 
I’m just concerned. I’m here to see the soli-
darity, I don’t really see it in everyday life so 
it’s nice to see a bunch of people protesting 
something some of them won’t even be 
affected by.”
Matt Kuchar, restaurant owner  
[not the golfer]
“I’ve never marched before, but as a white-
haired, privileged male I feel like it’s time. 
It’s important that we stand together. It’s 
going to take a lot more and it’s going to require an 
awful lot of us. This is just the start.”
Rev. Deborah Hill, Grant Chapel AME, 55
“It is not a Christian thing to be exclusive and to ban hu-
man beings from coming in. … We have to think outside 
the walls of our churches, and realize that when we say 
in our church, for example, ‘the doors of the church are 
open,’ we have to visualize that there are no walls and 
there are no doors, and we have to get out onto the street, 
and not try to proselytize and not to bring someone to 
our religion, but to just shake hands across differences 
and see the beauty in the differences. Because that’s 
really where growth lies, where peace will lie.”
Kathleen Chavez, fashion designer, 37
“I’ve been trying to teach my 9-year-old son how 
important it is to stand up for what you believe in, stand 
up for what’s right, and we had a thorough learning 
session today. It’s important to teach him about his First 
Amendment rights and one of those rights is that, if we 
don’t like something, we get to peacefully protest about 
it. It’s important to start as early as nine, to let him know 
that if he sees something he’s not okay with, he doesn’t 
have to just stand around and just not say anything.”
Benjamin Abbot, UNM instructor
“Those measures, the anti-immigrant measures, 
would tear Albuquerque apart if they’re put  
into place.”
Zahra Issa, educator, 29
“My mom recently went through a divorce and 
her best friend wanted to come from Egypt, and 
now she can’t. She wanted to support [my mom] 
through the divorce, and now something as 
simple as that can’t happen for us. We’re here to 
bring families together. … We’re worried that this 
is the start of something bigger. It’s a small thing 
but what if it explodes, and then who knows if 
we’ll be allowed here.”
Sierra Ludington, student organizer, 23
“It’s important for us to stand for the immigrant 
community coming from Mexico, Central and 
South America, but also our Muslim brothers and 
sisters from the Middle East.”
Rey Garduño, former city councilor
“We have a tendency to repeat ourselves, especially 
progressives. We make progress and then we sit and 
we really shouldn’t do that. This is a lifetime struggle.  
I don’t want to be pessimistic, but I want to be real. … 
In Poland, like they say, ‘They came for communists 
and I wasn’t a communist so I didn’t do anything.  
They came for Jews and I wasn’t Jewish so I didn’t 
do anything. …’ Well, sooner or later they’re going to 
come for you and your family.”
Johnny Vizcaino is an editorial intern at  
ABQ Free Press Weekly.
Protesters at the Albuquerque International Sunport express their  
outrage over Donald Trump’s travel ban for people from seven  
Muslim-majority countries.  Photo: Johnny Vizcaino
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aBQ Mayoral Candidate: Understand Crime’s Cause Before Fighting It
   Had Deanna Archuleta been mayor in early 
January when a mere dusting of snow paralyzed 
Albuquerque for several hours because city crews 
were slow to respond, heads would have rolled.
   “If I were mayor and that had happened, my COO 
and the folks who are in charge of going out and 
plowing, they’d all be looking for jobs the next day,” 
Archuleta said. “Quite frankly, that was … unaccept-
able. Absolutely unacceptable.”
   There are other things that Archuleta, the first 
person to declare her candi-
dacy for this year’s mayoral 
election, finds unacceptable: 
the foot-dragging by the city 
in complying with the U.S. 
Justice Department’s demands 
for reform at the Albuquerque 
Police Department; the barriers 
the city has put in front of small 
businesses; and the failure to 
recognize that the city’s crime 
problem is directly related to 
drug addictions.
   “We are spending $4.5 million 
on the DOJ, and that is some-
thing the current administration 
is pretending, it’s almost as if 
they are putting their heads in 
the sand and saying, ‘Yeah, we 
are doing what we are sup-
posed to do.’ But they are not,” 
Archuleta said.
   “I think it’s just, ‘If we hold 
out long enough, maybe they 
[the DOJ] will go away.’ There’s 
almost this belief that somehow 
the DOJ will get bored.”
   To ensure that the city stays on track with its 
settlement agreement with the feds, Archuleta said 
she would fire APD Chief Gorden Eden and much of 
his command staff.
   “Yes, I believe that needs to change,” Archuleta 
said when asked if she would give Eden the boot. 
“In order to bring the department up, we need to 
give them [rank-and-file officers] the leadership that 
they believe in. I have met with both current and 
former officers, and across the board, everyone tells 
me they just don’t believe in this administration. 
They don’t believe in his [Eden’s] leadership. They 
feel like they need quality leadership.”
   Fixing APD will require staffing the department 
with up to 1,300 officers and returning to communi-
ty policing, Archuleta added.
The economy
   Archuleta believes that small businesses will be 
the key to turning around the area’s economy – an 
economy that has yet to regain all the jobs it lost 
during the recession. But Mayor Richard Berry’s 
administration, which Archuleta said apparently has 
decided to focus on high-tech startups, has ignored 
the needs of existing small businesses, she said.
   “I’ve lost track of how many small business own-
ers I’ve heard from who are incredibly frustrated,” 
Archuleta said. “They try to open a new business, 
or they try to expand their business, and they run 
into roadblock after roadblock after roadblock. This 
administration is focused on startups and innova-
tion and the technology companies. And while that 
shouldn’t be dismissed, you can’t put all your eggs 
in that basket.”
   An example of the roadblocks small businesspeo-
ple face in Albuquerque, Archuleta said, is a local 
firm that makes plastic toy animals for zoos. The 
company ships around the country, and international-
ly. Yet, for the past five years it has been unsuccessful 
in trying to get a loading zone in front of its building.
   “This is a manufacturing company that is shipping 
things out of state and they can’t get a loading zone 
in front of their building,” Archuleta said. “It’s a 
small, minority-owned business, and they can’t get 
it. I don’t know why.”
   Archuleta also said that the city can’t rely on “dis-
tant heroes,” large, out-of-state firms that economic 
developers try to recruit. “Previous administrations 
have looked at these ‘distant heroes’ that are going 
to come and rescue us and give us all jobs and 
change our lives, right?” Archuleta said. “Well, 
they’re a distant hero that may never come.”
Crime
   For Archuleta, a sociologist, the city’s crime prob-
lem won’t be solved until City 
Hall learns how to deal with and 
treat people’s addictions.
   “If we can’t get that under con-
trol, we are not going to get the 
crime under control,” Archuleta 
said. “People are committing 
crimes because they are feeding 
an addiction. So we need to 
help them get out from under 
the addiction. They need rehab, 
they need jobs and they need a 
place to love and a future to look 
forward to.”
   Archuleta said she knows how 
to address the addiction problem 
because she did it when she was 
a Bernalillo County commis-
sioner from 2004 to 2009. During 
her time on the commission, 
Archuleta worked with hospitals 
and other organizations to create 
the Metropolitan Assessment 
and Treatment Services program, 
known as MATS, a 28-bed detox 
center that starts with a three-to-
five-day detox program and gets people into longer 
term detox efforts.
   The area’s three major hospitals – Lovelace, Pres-
byterian and UNMH – agreed to each put $200,000 
into the effort because it kept the addicts out of their 
emergency rooms, Archuleta said. Similar and larger 
programs are needed.
   “You look around and see the poverty, the drug 
addiction,” Archuleta said. “Those are so interlinked 
and interfaced with each other. But a lot of folks 
don’t always understand that it’s a web. If you can’t 
feed your children you feel horrible about yourself 
and you slide easily into an addiction issue, which 
leads you into a crime issue. You have to stop it.”
Dennis Domrzalski is an associate editor at  
ABQ Free Press Weekly.
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Trump’s Little Lies add 
Up to ‘The Big Lie’
BY ROBERT REICH
BY DENNIS DOMRZALSKI
Donald Trump is such a con-
summate liar that 
in coming days and 
years our democracy 
will depend more 
than ever on the 
independent 
press – finding the 
truth, reporting it, and holding Trump 
accountable for his lies. 
   But Trump’s strategy is to denigrate 
and disparage the press in the public’s 
mind – seeking to convince the public 
that the press is engaged in a conspiracy 
against him. And he wants to use his 
tweets, rallies, and videos to make him-
self the only credible source of public 
information about what is happening.
   It is the two-step strategy of despots. 
And it’s already started. It was officially 
launched the first full day of the Trump 
administration. 
   Step 1: Disparage the press and lie 
about them: At a televised speech at the 
CIA, Trump declared himself to be in a 
“running war” with the news media, 
and described reporters as “the most 
dishonest human beings on earth.”
   Trump then issued a stream of lies 
about what the press had reported. 
   Some were seemingly small. For 
example, Trump claimed that the crowd 
for his swearing-in stretched down 
the National Mall to the Washington 
Monument and totaled more than 1 
million people. Trump is wrong. Even 
independent observers reported that 
attendance was sparse, far smaller than 
the outpouring of people who attended 
the first Obama inauguration. 
   More importantly, Trump told CIA 
employees that agency has been losing 
the battle against the Islamic State and 
other terror groups. This assertion runs 
counter to every intelligence report that 
has been publicly issued over the last six 
months.
   Trump insisted that he has always 
valued the CIA. “They sort of made 
it sound like I had a feud with the 
intelligence community,” Trump said, 
continuing to criticize the press for its 
“dishonest” reporting. In fact, Trump 
has repeatedly vilified the CIA and the 
entire intelligence community. At a 
Jan. 11 news conference, Trump even 
accused intelligence officials of being 
behind a “Nazi-like smear campaign” 
against him. The weekend before his 
inauguration he even attacked CIA 
Director John Brennan (who resigned 
at the conclusion of President Obama’s 
term), suggesting he was “the leaker of 
Fake News.”
   In his talk at the CIA Trump also 
claimed, as he’s done before, that the 
United States bungled its exit from Iraq 
by not taking Iraq’s oil. “If we kept the 
oil, we wouldn’t have had ISIS in the 
first place,” Trump said, asserting that 
this is how the Islamic State terrorist 
group made its money. 
   Rubbish. As has been well established 
and as the media has fully reported, 
taking Iraq’s oil would have violated 
international law (both the 1949 
Geneva Convention and the 1907 Hague 
Convention).
   Step 2: Threaten to circumvent the 
press and take the “truth” directly to 
the people. At Trump press secretary 
Sean Spicer’s first televised news confer-
ence, Spicer castigated the press for its 
“dishonest” and “shameful” reporting, 
lied about the inauguration day events 
and numbers, and took no questions. 
(When confronted with Spicer’s outright 
lies, Kellyanne Conway, counselor to 
the president, told NBC that Spicer had 
merely given “alternative facts.”)
   Then Spicer issued a dire warning: 
“The American people deserve better,” 
he said. “As long as [Trump] serves 
as the messenger for this incredible 
movement, he will take his message 
directly to the American people.”
   We’re not talking Roosevelt-like “fire-
side chats” here. Trump’s tweets have 
already been firestorms of invective 
directed at critics, some of whom have 
been threatened by Trump followers 
stirred up by the tweets. And CEOs pray 
their companies aren’t targets, because 
stock prices of the companies he’s al-
ready vilified have dropped immediately 
after his diatribes.
   Trump and his advisors – Steven Ban-
non, formerly of Breitbart News as well 
as Spicer and others – understand that if 
a significant portion of the public trusts 
Trump’s own words more than they do 
the media’s, Trump can get away with 
saying – and doing – whatever he wants. 
When that happens, our democracy 
ends. 
Robert B. Reich is Chancellor’s Professor  
of Public Policy at the University of Cali-
fornia at Berkeley and Senior Fellow  
at the Blum Center for Developing  
Economies. He served as secretary of  
Labor in the Clinton administration.  
He has written 14 books, including his 
most recent, “Saving Capitalism.”  
He was co-creator of the award-winning 
documentary, “Inequality for All.”
Well, better late than 
never. The city’s 
morning newspaper 
finally got around 
to reckoning with 
the grim reality 
that New Mexico’s 
population has 
flatlined, that 
those who are getting out are our 
youngest, best and brightest, and the 
tiny population growth we are expe-
riencing is from mainly impoverished 
and welfare dependent families having 
more children.
   ABQ Free Press Weekly, this columnist 
and Albuquerque Business First have 
been writing about this phenomenon 
for several years now, but the Albu-
querque Journal has been strangely 
silent – until now.
   Reluctant experts and news media are 
finally throwing in the towel. Perhaps 
we will finally get a real discussion 
about what ails the state and what 
needs to be done to start the Great 
Turnaround instead of wallowing in the 
Great Stagnation? 
   Reader Alan Schwartz, writing on 
social media, picks up on that thread:
   “Does this mean we can finally call 
to account our Pollyanna economic 
development gurus that constantly 
forecast 2 percent annual growth to jus-
tify taxpayer investment in speculative 
ventures from soccer stadiums to ART? 
The website for Albuquerque Economic 
Development states, “The Albuquerque 
metro area’s population totals 908,252 
residents and is growing at a steady 
pace of 1-2 percent per year.”
   Census figures for five years ending 
in 2015 for Albuquerque show 0.46 
percent per year. Perhaps the first step 
to economic recovery should be to stop 
promulgating “alternative facts.”
   New Mexico’s growth industries, 
sadly, are crime, drugs, unemployment 
and moving companies:
   According to the U.S. Census Bureau, 
New Mexico added 59,585 people due 
to natural growth (births versus deaths) 
from 2010 to 2016. During the same 
time period, however, 37,780 more 
people left the state than moved in, 
resulting in a total population increase 
estimated at only about 21,000. The 
resulting 1 percent rate of growth puts 
New Mexico at the other end of the 
spectrum from its neighbors.
   It’s easy to abandon ship. Colorado, 
Texas and Utah are growing 10 times 
faster than New Mexico. David Packer is 
one of those packing up. He writes on 
social media of the “New Mexodus”:
   “My kids will leave soon after 
finishing degrees at UNM. I plan to 
leave soon after they figure out where 
they want to be. NM was an attractive, 
vibrant place of such promise, but 
so much of what it lost was replaced 
by too many who lost their souls to 
substance abuse and now run rampant 
on our streets. New Mexico is now just 
too scary and dangerous a place for its 
magnificent beauty to be enough to 
keep us here.”
   At the legislative session, lawmakers 
continue to look at the state’s death 
spiral with bemusement, or not at all.
   The governor deflects any responsi-
bility for the state’s failures by citing 
cutbacks in federal spending and 
the oil price crash, but she continues 
her austerity policies that have done 
nothing to ameliorate the outside 
events that have pummeled the state. 
The legislative leadership essentially 
acquiesces, with both sides braying that 
they are “fighting” for New Mexico. 
   No, they are surrendering.
   New Mexico’s problems are anything 
but insoluble. They require an invest-
ment in its increasingly disadvantaged 
people. To get that, you will need a 
new generation of leadership that 
views their jobs as taking risks to 
reverse the old order and rejecting 
the notion that political office is more 
than taking self-important selfies and 
warming a chair.
   The cozy talk of “bipartisanship” 
was promising, but it’s now become an 
excuse to do nothing, allowing every-
one to wriggle off the hook while the 
death spiral continues.
   What we need is leadership that 
engages in a knock-down, drag-out 
fight over the tarnished soul and bleak 
future of New Mexico. In other words, 
we can continue to spend our time on 
more green chile contests and photos 
of blazing sunsets, or we can choose to 
say enough is enough. It’s up to us.
Joe Monahan is a veteran of New Mexico 
politics. His daily blog can be found at 
joemonahan.com
In truth, one cannot  
recall a single significant 
Obama foreign policy  
initiative that was met  
with Republican support 
— or even neutral silence
Flash: aBQ Journal Finally 
Snaps to exodus from N.M.
BY JOE MONAHAN
Dennis Domrzalski
‘If you can’t feed your children  
you feel horrible about yourself  
and you slide easily into  
an addiction issue, which  
leads you into a crime issue’ 
— Archuleta
‘I think it’s just, ‘If we hold out  
long enough, maybe they  
[the DOJ] will go away.’ There’s 
almost this belief that somehow  
the DOJ will get bored’
— Deanna Archuleta
Archuleta said she knows how 
to address the addiction problem 
because she did it when she was 
a Bernalillo County commissioner 
from 2004 to 2009
18  •  February 1-7, 2017  •  ABQ FREE PRESS WEEKLY WWW.FREEABQ.COM  •  February 1-7, 2017  •  19OPInIOn/AnALYSIS
There’s a new push afoot to galvanize New Mexico’s stagnant 
economy with a ground-up reboot of 
education, job creation and private 
initiative – from the mountains of 
the north all the way to the southern 
border.
   And it’s not Gov. Susana Martinez. 
Far from it.
   It’s based on the premise that 
non-government initiative and resolve 
can succeed where state government 
has failed for decades. Adelante Now, 
a nonprofit with an already long 
track record of helping 
kids in reading and 
math, is broadening 
its mission to confront 
New Mexico’s economic 
problems. 
   “We decided that we 
were going to step out 
and have a broader 
brand,” said Harvey E. 
Yates Jr., chairman of Adelante Now. 
   Followers of the news will recognize 
Yates as the Republican national 
committeeman elected last year. He’s 
also recently engaged in a bare-knuck-
les brawl with the governor’s people 
for control of the state GOP that left 
plenty of people bloodied.
   Yates stresses, however, that the 
initiative is to be nonpartisan and as 
broad-based as the volunteers who will 
join in.
   Adelante Now’s new focus burst on 
the scene through a recent two-page 
ad in several major state newspapers 
with the headline, “Let’s turn this State 
around.”
   “We are an action-oriented group, 
not a political action group,” Yates 
said. “We are still seeking people with 
different experiences, who have been 
on the (economic or educational) firing 
line. … We don’t want it to become 
political.”
   Workable strategies and implemen-
tation plans are the goal, not prestige 
and publicity – and everything is open 
to critical examination.
   “Nobody has brought people togeth-
er from all over the state to see if we 
can create a plan that will work,” Yates 
said. “We want to be able to have 
thought-provoking meetings where 
people are able to speak their minds – 
and may be open to ideas they never 
would have thought acceptable.”
   No meetings are yet scheduled, but 
ideas and proposals are coming in in 
response to the ad.
   Yates noted that while education, job 
creation and appropriate government 
regulation are among the statewide 
issues, there are economic obstacles 
facing northern New Mexico that differ 
from those facing other parts of the 
state.
   “Private property is the basis of 
free enterprise,” Yates said. “State 
government needs to urge the federal 
government to open it up to logging 
and other economic activity. Revisit the 
historic injustices of land alienation in 
the north.”
   Yates spoke of 
government regulatory 
control.
   “The regulators too 
often do not under-
stand the nature of 
the business they are 
regulating, the effect 
on jobs, business,” he 
said. Don’t throw out 
regulation, but make enforcement 
have the dual goal of a safe working 
environment and a robust and growing 
private sector.
   Elements of Republican thought are 
found in Adelante Now’s views, but 
Yates stressed the field is wide open on 
what the new initiative will conclude.
   In education, Yates said Adelante 
Now’s long-running tutoring program 
funded teachers to work outside the 
classroom helping lagging students 
with the aptitude to excel in math and 
reading to catch up with their peers. 
It was hugely successful, but limited 
in reach. The state’s education system 
needs much more.
   There is a general timetable on when 
Adelante Now intends to bring its 
plans forward for consideration.
   “We want to get it in place before 
the next gubernatorial race in hope 
that candidates might embrace it, in 
whole or in part,” Yates said. Adelante 
Now’s program will “seek to persuade 
people that they don’t want another 
governor that won’t make job creation 
and improvement of education the top 
priorities.”
   This could be the beginning of a 
statewide grassroots initiative to raise 
New Mexico up from the ground floor 
if it attracts a broad enough group of 
participants. Interested persons can 
learn more at adelantenow.net
Bill Hume is a former editorial page editor 
of the Albuquerque Journal and later  
served as a policy adviser to former  
Gov. Bill Richardson.
On a narrow side street in the Town of Mytilene, on the Island of Lesvos, 
Greece, a small group of women – refu-
gees from Syria or Afghanistan or some 
other country enveloped in violence – 
stood silently in the rain looking through 
the large front window of the Book & Art 
Independent Bookstore.
   They watched the bookstore owner 
inside straightening up her shelves. She 
turned and saw them, drenched, dirty and 
bedraggled, but she couldn’t invite them 
all in. She beckoned one woman with a 
child at her side to come in and clean up. 
   Once inside, the young mother looked 
around cautiously before she opened 
her coat, exposing the newborn she 
had tucked inside. She had boarded the 
smuggler’s boat from Turkey the day after 
giving birth. Along with thousands of 
other refugees, she had grasped at the 
only chance to escape the violence back 
home.
   In July, I visited Mytilene and five 
refugee camps on the mainland. I wanted 
to see for myself what the mainstream 
media can only share in sound bites. The 
bookstore owner told me that the Greek 
government was slow to respond to the 
unfolding crisis. There were no facilities or 
toilets set up, so the refugees were living, 
sleeping and defecating on the streets.
   Her heart was touched by the children 
she saw, maybe because she has a young 
child of her own. The United Nations 
reports that more than half of the 
refugees are under the age of eighteen. 
She created a Facebook page, asked for 
donations of toys, and soon had boxes 
and boxes of toys coming in from all 
around the world. With the help of a few 
friends, they distributed the toys directly 
to the children. “Young boys who would 
never have been caught with a pink teddy 
bear at home,” she said, “clutched their 
new teddy bears with joy.”
   Another mother was touched by the 
photo of Aylan Kurdi, the dead Syrian tod-
dler who washed up on a Turkish beach in 
September 2015. Somer Sood, a mother 
from California, decided she needed to 
do something to help. Along with a few 
of her friends, she created a nonprofit, 
and then turned to family and neighbors 
for help. They visited corporate offices 
looking for donations and sponsors, and 
even caught the attention of the “Today” 
show.
   Today, Operation Refugee Child 
distributes backpacks filled with essential 
supplies and toys for boys and girls to ease 
their journey seeking asylum. Somer takes 
volunteers with her several times a year to 
the refugee camps in Greece to connect 
with the children directly. Her energy and 
enthusiasm are contagious. She estimates 
they distributed at least 10,000 backpacks 
in 2016.
   An American human rights attorney, 
Ariel Ricker, was volunteering in Turkey, 
Greece, Croatia, and Serbia in 2015 when 
she saw the need for qualified lawyers 
to help refugees with the Greek asylum 
procedures. Nearly every refugee seeking 
asylum needs legal advice, especially 
where the rules and regulations seem to 
be constantly shifting.
   Ariel founded Advocates Abroad in early 
2016. There are now 200 attorneys and 
interpreters from many different countries 
volunteering either remotely via Skype 
and email or on the ground in Greece. 
   I asked Ariel what motivated her to step 
in and act. She told me that she learned 
about Auschwitz when she was six years 
old from a Polish Catholic who risked her 
life to sneak food to the prisoners in the 
concentration camps. Being a bystander 
now, in this relatively safe time and place, 
was never an option for her. As a Jewish 
lawyer and human rights expert, her legal 
knowledge and compassion are two ways 
she can give back to the world. 
   Before I left Mytilene, I asked the 
bookstore owner if she had any recom-
mendations for the U.S. in responding to 
this crisis at her doorstep. She thought 
a moment before answering. “Look at 
your role in creating the instability in the 
region, at what’s causing the refugees to 
flee their homes in the first place.”
   Sadly, I returned home only to hear 
crazy talk about building walls to keep 
“those people” out and wild boasting 
about who is going to pay for the wall. 
My government seems more interested in 
making lists of people to exclude than it 
does in lending a hand to the most vul-
nerable, the people I met in the refugee 
camps. I’m convinced the “answer” – and 
certainly, there’s no magical solution – 
begins with me.
Lora Lucero visited refugee camps in 
Greece last July. She lives in Albuquerque.
Finally, Someone is Trying 
To Kickstart N.M. economy
What are You Doing 
about the Refugee Crisis?
BY BILL HUMEBY LORA LUCERO
Today, Operation  
Refugee Child distributes 
backpacks filled with  
essential supplies and 
toys for boys and girls  
to ease their journey 
seeking asylum
Serving Albuquerque Homestyle
     cooking for over 35 years
Locally owned and operated
Monday - Saturday  10:30am - 8pm Closed Sundays
Kids eat for $1.99 all day. (Includes drink)
Christy Mae's Restaurant
1400 San Pedro Dr. N.E.
Albuquerque, NM  87110
www.christymaes.com
Check In on Facebook and get a free cup of soup with your entree
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THURSDAYS
Thirsty Thursdays
6 pm, Balloon Fiesta Park, 5500 
Balloon Fiesta Parkway, 768-6050, 
yogazoabq.com
FRIDAYS
Coffee Education and Tasting 
6:30 pm, Prosum Roasters,  
3228 Los Arboles Ave NE Ste 100, 
379-5136, prosumroasters.com
SATURDAYS
Downtown Historic  
Walking Tours
10 am, Free, Meet at Central and 1st 
outside Century Rio, 289-0586
Santa Fe Farmers Market: 
Railyard
8 am,  
1607 Paseo de Peralta at Guadalupe, 
Santa Fe,  
farmersmarketsnm.org
SHOWS
FEBRUARY 1-4
Launchpad
618 Central Ave SW, 764-8887, 
launchpadrocks.com
February 1, Night Kidz
February 2, Mic Club  
5th Anniversary Show
February 3, Khalid
February 4, The Shades
FEBRUARY 1-8
Low Spirits
2823 2nd St NW, 344-9555, 
lowspiritslive.com
February 1, Wednesday Open Mic
February 2, Old Devils
February 3, CRTTRZ
February 4, Groovesession
February 8, Wednesday Open Mic
THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 2
Marietta Benevento:  
Love Songs 
6 pm, Free,  
Loma Colorado Main Library,  
755 Loma Colorado Blvd NE,  
Rio Rancho,  
891-5013x3033,  
riorancholibraries.org
Nothng Forevr #shrimpnight11
9 pm, Sister Bar,  
407 Central Ave SW, 242-4900, 
sisterthebar.com
FEBRUARY 2-3
Rebel Heart
Dirty Bourbon,  
9800 Montgomery Blvd NE, 296-2726, 
thedirtybourbon.com
FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 3
Jazz Brasileiro
7:30 pm, Yanni’s,  
3109 Central Ave NE, 268-9250, 
yannisandlemoni.com
FEBRUARY 3-4
Reflections
5:30 pm, Harwood Museum of Art, 
238 Ledoux St, Taos, (575) 758-9826, 
taoschambermusicgroup.org
SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 4
Eileen & The In-Betweens
2 pm, Free,  
Albuquerque Museum of Art & History, 
2000 Mountain Rd NW, 242-4600, 
albuquerquemuseum.org
Flash Back 80s
9 pm, Sister Bar, 407 Central Ave SW, 
242-4900, sisterthebar.com
SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 5
Albuquerque Concert Band 
2 pm, Eldorado High School,11300 
Montgomery Blvd NE, abqband.org
The Kithara Project
9:30 am, Las Puertas Event Center, 
1512 1st St NW, chatterabq.org
MONDAY, FEBRUARY 6
K.Flay
8 pm, Sunshine Theater,  
120 Central Ave SW, 764-0249, 
sunshinetheaterlive.com
TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 7
Datisk
El Rey Theater, 622 Central Ave SW, 
elreyabq.com
Tunes with Hungrytown 
6:30 pm,  
Esther Bone Memorial Library,  
950 Pinetree Rd SE, Rio Rancho, 
891-5012x3128, riorancholibraries.org
SCREENS
FEBRUARY 1-8
Jean Cocteau Cinema
418 Montezuma Ave, Santa Fe,  
(505) 466-5528, 
jeancocteaucinema.com
February 1, Dances with Werewolves
February 1-2, Two Lovers and a Bear
February 1-6, Sophie and the  
Rising Sun
February 3, Attack of the Lederhosen 
Zombies
February 3-8, KIKI: Love to Love
February 5, Jews Step Forward
February 7-8, Ghost in the Shell
Guild Cinema
3405 Central Ave NE, 255-1848, 
guildcinema.com
February 1-2, Groundhog Day
February 3-4, We are the Flesh
February 3-7, Neruda
February 3-7, The Salesmand  
(Forushande)
February 4-5, Jews Step Forward
February 8, Breakfast Club
FEBRUARY 3-6
Center for Contemporary Arts 
Cinematheque
1050 Old Pecos Trail, Santa Fe,  
(505) 982-1338, ccasantafe.org
Starts February 3, The Salesman
February 6, Deconstructing the  
Beatles lecture: Sgt. Pepper’s  
Lonely Hearts Club Band
THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 2
Books to the Big Screen —  
The Parallax View 
7 pm, Free, KiMo Theatre,  
423 Central Ave NW,  
768-3544,  
kimotickets.com
FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 3
Books to the Big Screen —  
All the President’s Men 
7 pm, Free, KiMo Theatre,  
423 Central Ave NW,  
768-3544,  
kimotickets.com
SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 4
Books to the Big Screen —  
The Day of the Jackal 
7 pm, Free, KiMo Theatre,  
423 Central Ave NW,  
768-3544,  
kimotickets.com
Pajama Movie: Minions
3 pm, Free, South Broadway Library, 
1025 Broadway Blvd SE,  
764-1742,  
abqlibrary.org
EVENTS
THROUGH FEBRUARY 3
Wilderness and the National 
Parks: Ian Shive
Edition One Gallery,  
1036 Canyon Rd, Santa Fe,  
(505) 570-5385, editionone.gallery
THROUGH FEBRUARY 5
Somewhere Between:  
Not an ordinary life 
3rd Annual Q Solo Festival 
Aux Dog Theatre,  
3011 Monte Vista Blvd NE,  
254-7716,  
auxdog.com
THROUGH FEBRUARY 11
Revelation through  
Concealment: Christo and 
Jeanne-Claude
MILL Contemporary,  
702 1/2 Canyon Rd, Gypsy Alley,  
Santa Fe, (505) 983-6668,  
millcontemp.com
THROUGH FEBRUARY 12
Agatha Christie’s  
And Then There Were None
Albuquerque Little Theatre,  
224 San Pasquale Ave SW, 242-4750, 
albuquerquelittletheatre.org
Old Times 
The Cell Theatre, 700 1st St NW, 
766-9412, liveatthecell.com
THROUGH FEBRUARY 22
True North Financial Ministries 
— Money Academy 
Wednesdays, 6:30 pm, Free,  
New City Church, 6300 San Mateo 
Blvd. NE F-1, 314-3470, tnabq.org
THROUGH FEBRUARY 24
Placitas Artists Series February 
Visual Artists
Reception, Sunday, February 12, 2-3 pm
Las Placitas Presbyterian Church, 7 
Paseo de San Antonio, Placitas, 
867-8080, placitasartistsseries.org
THROUGH FEBRUARY 25
Biologique — New Mexico  
Art League
New Mexico Art League,  
3409 Juan Tabo NE, 293-5034, 
newmexicoartleague.org
Super Bowl  
Viewing parties
Whether you have high 
stakes in the game 
or are just tuning 
in to see the $5 
million commer-
cials, here is  
a list of Super 
Bowl LI viewing 
parties on Feb. 5.  
The big game 
starts at 4:30 p.m.
Spectators (5850 
Eubank Blvd. NE) 
Super Bowl Cele-
bration from 2 to 
7 p.m. includes  
reserved seating 
and a buffet. 
spectatorsabq.
com
Sports Radio 610 
KNML’s 22nd 
Annual Bowl Bash  
will be held at Main Event Entertainment  
(4040 Pan American Freeway NE) from 1 to 10 p.m.  
with $5 bowling, raffles and prizes.
610knml.com
Tractor Brewing, Wells Park (800 4th St. NW) will be 
showing the game on a big screen and serving food  
from JJ’s Phat Beats and Eats food truck from 4 to 8 p.m.
getplowed.com/wells-park
BY ERIKA EDDY
THROUGH FEBRUARY 27
Warms Quilts for Cold Nights 
— Thimbleweeds Quilt Exhibit
Loma Colorado Main Library,  
755 Loma Colorado Blvd NE, Rio 
Rancho, 891-5013x3033,  
riorancholibraries.org
THROUGH MARCH 12
Inside the Forces of Nature: 
Athena LaTocha
IAIA Museum of Contemporary Native 
Arts, 108 Cathedral Pl, Santa Fe,  
iaia.edu/museum
THROUGH APRIL 16
The Carved Line: Block Printing 
in New Mexico 
Albuquerque Museum of Art & History, 
2000 Mountain Rd NW, 242-4600, 
albuquerquemuseum.org
Now is the Time: Investigating 
Native Histories and Visions of 
the Future 
IAIA Museum of Contemporary Native 
Arts, Helen Hardin Media Gallery,  
108 Cathedral Pl, Santa Fe,  
iaia.edu/museum
THROUGH APRIL 21
Life in Pieces — Quilts:  
Emilie Bezzeg
Oasis Albuquerque Gallery,  
3301 Menaul Blvd NE Ste 18, 
884-4529, oasisabq.org
THROUGH JUNE 15
New Impressions:  
Experiments in Contemporary 
Native American Printmaking
IAIA Museum of Contemporary Native 
Arts, 108 Cathedral Pl, Santa Fe,  
iaia.edu/museum
THROUGH JANUARY 31, 2018
The Ceaseless Quest for  
Utopia: Daniel McCoy
IAIA Museum of Contemporary Native 
Arts, Helen Hardin Media Gallery,  
108 Cathedral Pl, Santa Fe,  
iaia.edu/museum
WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 1
Student to Founder:  
Patrick Greenough
1 pm, UNM Bookstore,  
2301 Central Ave NE, 277-5827, 
bookstore.unm.edu
FEBRUARY 1-MARCH 31
Wonderland: An Exhibit of Past 
and Present Members of the 
APS Fine Arts Department 
Reception, Wednesday, February 1, 5-8 pm
South Broadway Cultural Center,  
1025 Broadway Blvd SW, 848-1320, 
southbroadwaytickets.com
THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 2
AARP Smart Driver
12:30 pm,  
Esther Bone Memorial Library,  
950 Pinetree Rd SE, Rio Rancho, 
891-5012x3128, riorancholibraries.org
Happy Arte Hour: Valentines 
with Nick Abdalla 
5:30 pm, National Hispanic Cultural 
Center, 1701 4th St SW, 724-4771, 
nhccnm.org
Russian National Ballet  
Theatre: Cinderella
7:30 pm, Popejoy Hall, UNM Main 
Campus, 203 Cornell Drive, 925-5858, 
unmtickets.com
FEBRUARY 2-4
Roots Revival Revisited
National Hispanic Cultural Center, 
1701 4th St SW, 724-4771,  
nhccnm.org
FEBRUARY 2-23
Transform Your Life with  
Meditation and Buddhist Wisdom
Thursdays, 7 pm,  
Kadampa Meditation Center,  
142 Monroe St NE, 292-5293, 
meditationinnewmexico.org
FEBRUARY 3-5
Supernationals Custom  
Auto Show 
Expo New Mexico,  
300 San Pedro Dr NE, 222-9700, 
exponm.com
FEBRUARY 3-23
Recycled Heart: The Artists  
of ArtStreet
Reception, Friday, February 3, 6-8 pm
Harwood Art Center, 1114 7th St NW, 
242-6367, harwoodartcenter.org
FEBRUARY 3-MARCH 1
Tope Series: Randal Romwalter
Reception, Friday, February 3, 6-8 pm
Zendo, 413 2nd St SW, Albuquerque, 
926-1636, zendo-coffee.com
FEBRUARY 3-MARCH 31
Yearning for What Could be 
Above and Beyond What is: 
Victoria Mlady
Sierra Club Gallery,  
2215 Lead Ave SE, 243-7767
SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 4
Babylon’s Ashes:  
James S.A. Corey
4 pm, Page One Books,  
5850 Eubank Blvd NE Ste B-41, 
294-2026, page1book.com
Contra Dance 
7 pm, Albuquerque Square Dance 
Center, 4915 Hawkins NE, 289-2992, 
folkmads.org
Exhibit Opening — In the  
Offing: Cedra Wood
6 pm, Central Features, 514 Central SW, 
243-3389, centralfeatures.com
Kids Rock Geology Class 
10 am, Free, Mama’s Minerals,  
800 20th St NW, RSVP: 266-8443, 
mamasminerals.com
The Peking Acrobats
2 pm, Popejoy Hall, UNM Main 
Campus, 203 Cornell Drive, 925-5858, 
unmtickets.com
3rd Annual Seed Fest 
10:30 am, Free, Main Library,  
501 Copper Ave NW, 768-5170, 
abqlibrary.org/mainlibrary
The Truth Behind Area 51  
in Nevada and Dulce,  
New Mexico: Norio Hayakawa
1 pm, Free, Placitas Community Library, 
453 Hwy 165, 867-3355,  
placitaslibrary.com
¡Vamos al Museo! Valentines 
with Nick Abdalla
10:30 am, Free, National Hispanic 
Cultural Center, 1701 4th St SW, 
724-4771, nhccnm.org
Women’s Self-Defense,  
Take Back the Night 
1 pm, Free, Taylor Ranch Library,  
5700 Bogart St NW, 897-8816, 
abqlibrary.org
FEBRUARY 4-MARCH 2
Mask de Arte
Placitas Community Library,  
453 Hwy 165, 867-3355,  
placitaslibrary.com
FEBRUARY 4-APRIL 1
We are in mysterious contact 
with the powers besieging us, 
ready to call forth a miracle: 
UNM Graduate Art Association
Paper Visions: Karsten Creightney
Reception, Saturday, February 4, 6-8 pm
516 ARTS, 516 Central Ave SW, 
242-1445, 516arts.org
FEBRUARY 4-OCTOBER 8
Critical Assembly, the Secrets 
of Los Alamos 1944:  
Jim Sanborn
National Museum of Nuclear Science  
& History,  
601 Eubank Blvd SE, 245-2137, 
nuclearmuseum.org
SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 5
Bosque Wild:  
Guided Nature Walk
9 am, Free with RSVP,  
Open Space Visitor Center,  
6500 Coors Blvd NW, 897-8831,  
cabq.gov/openspace
FEB. 5, 2017-JAN. 7, 2018
I-Witness Culture:  
Frank Buffalo Hyde
Museum of Indian Arts and Culture, 
710 Camino Lejo, Santa Fe,  
(505) 476-1269,  
indianartsandculture.org 
FEBRUARY 7-APRIL 22
Local Eight
Reception, Friday, February 24, 5-7 pm
photo-eye Gallery,  
541 S. Guadalupe St, Santa Fe,  
(505) 988-5152,  
photoeye.com
WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 8
Drinking Liberally ABQ Chapter 
— Speaker: Susan Deichsel
6 pm, O’Niell’s NE Heights,  
3301 Juan Tabo Blvd. NE,  
livingliberally.org/drinking/chapters/NM/albuquerque
Opposites Attract (Anti)  
Valentine’s Day Party 
3 pm, Esther Bone Memorial Library, 
950 Pinetree Rd SE, Rio Rancho, 
891-5012x3128,  
riorancholibraries.org
ONGOING
TUESDAYS
Truckin’ Tuesdays 
11 am, Civic Plaza, 1 Civic Plaza NW, 
3rd St NW and Marquette Ave NW, 
albuquerquecc.com
1ST WEDNESDAYS
Poetry and Beer
7 pm, Tractor Brewing Wells Park,  
1800 4th St NW, 243-6752,  
getplowed.com
WEDNESDAYS
Crazy Wisdom Poetry
4 pm, Free, OffCenter Arts,  
808 Park Ave SW, 247-1172, 
offcenterarts.org
Talin Market  
Food Truck Round Up
11 am, 88 Louisiana Blvd SE
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D
23
IARYH
24
OMEY
R
25
E
26
R
27
UNSO
28
P
29
US
A
30
PESG
31
A
32
MERU
33
S
34
E
35
C
36
OSTA
37
R
38
ICANRI
39
VER
E
40
STG
41
ALENN
42
EWS
H
43
ANDA
44
G
45
HAST
O
46
R
47
B
48
ITC
49
O
50
RNU
W
51
EAKES
52
T
53
ARGUME
54
N
55
T
56
L
57
ESEH
58
ARDYA
59
WAY
E
60
VERA
61
NGELN
62
EAP
T
63
EDSW
64
HORLE
65
RNE
Have something  
to include in our  
weekly calendar?  
Send the details to 
calendar@freeabq.com
Supernationals  
auto Show
The 26th Annual Supernationals Custom Auto Show  will be at Expo New Mexico (300 San Pedro Dr. NE) 
Feb. 3, 4 and 5, displaying more than 200 custom cars  
and motorcycles. The show includes contests with 
$10,000 in cash and prizes, art work, celebrities and 
kids’ events. Enter the show through the San Pedro  
gate at the fairgrounds.
thesupernationals.com
BY ERIKA EDDY
Take Back the Night
Women’s self defense course, Take Back the Night, teaches women techniques to gain confidence and 
feel secure. Certified defensive tactics instructor Michelle 
Lucero brings extensive technical martial arts experience 
and real world application of these skills to every class she 
instructs. The class, presented by The Public Library and 
City of Albuquerque Cultural Services Department, will 
be held Saturday, Feb. 4 from 1 to 2 p.m. at Taylor Ranch 
Library (5700 Bogart St. NW). Please bring a toiletry item  
to donate to a women’s shelter.
libevents.abqlibrary.org
BY ERIKA EDDY
Courtesy of ArtStreet
Courtesy of SuperNationals
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On a Tank of gas: Santa Rosa’s Blue Hole, Vintage Cars
BY MORIAH CARTY  |  moriah.carty@gmail.com
tRAVEL
SUDOKU by Myles Mellor and Susan Flanagan
Each Sudoku puzzle consists of a 9X9 grid that has been subdivided into nine smaller 
grids of 3X3 squares. To solve the puzzle each row, column and box must contain each 
of the numbers 1 to 9. Puzzles come in three grades: easy, medium and difficult.
Level: Medium
4 3 6 5
1
8 6 4 7
9 5 2 3
6 7 2 3 4 8
3 4 7 6
1 4 6 5
5
3 6 9 2
Hidden Stars
By Myles Mellor and Sally York
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13
14 15 16
17 18 19
20 21 22
23 24
25 26 27 28 29
30 31 32 33 34 35
36 37 38 39
40 41 42
43 44 45
46 47 48 49 50
51 52 53 54 55 56
57 58 59
60 61 62
63 64 65
Across
Ballyhoo1.
Cut's partner5.
Crescent point10.
Coin featuring Leonardo da Vinci's Vitruvian 
Man
14.
Letter opener?15.
"Finnegans Wake" wife16.
___ Rose17.
Moves a muscle18.
First fugitive?19.
Tells fortunes, in a way20.
Frank kept one23.
Comfortable24.
Nickelodeon staples25.
Sonata, e.g.28.
Primatologist's study30.
Down
Seckel, for one1.
Elegance2.
Carbamide3.
"___ Woman," Fleetwood Mac tune4.
Agnolotti and bucatini, e.g.5.
Union station?6.
Serpentine7.
Over, for short8.
How Phileas Fogg traveled9.
Certain beans10.
Deprive of heat?11.
Insinuating12.
Wuss13.
Anger, e.g.21.
Grasshopper sound, var.22.
Across
  1. Ballyhoo
  5. Cut’s partner
10. Crescent point
14. Coin featuring  
  Leonardo da Vinci’s  
  Vitruvian Man
15. Letter opener?
16. “Finnegans Wake”  
  wife
17. ___ Rose
18. Moves a muscle
19. First fugitive?
20. Tells fortunes,  
  in a way
23. Frank kept one
24. Comfortable
25. Nickelodeon staples
28. Sonata, e.g.
30. Primatologist’s  
  study
31. Player
33. Finish, with “up”
36. Tamarindo, for one
40. Body shop fig.
41. Greek physician
42. Part of CNN
43. ___ over
44. Horrified
46. Round trip?
49. Ancient musical  
  instrument
51. Likely loser in court
57. Literally, “injured”
58. Boys of books
59. Traveling
60. Anon’s partner
61. A rival
62. Tide type
63. Williams and  
  Kennedy
64. Spiraling form
65. White-tailed eagle
DOWN
  1. Seckel, for one
  2. Elegance
  3. Carbamide
  4. “___ Woman,”  
  Fleetwood Mac tune
  5. Agnolotti and  
  bucatini, e.g.
  6. Union station?
  7. Serpentine
  8. Over, for short
  9. How Phileas Fogg  
  traveled
10. Certain beans
11. Deprive of heat?
12. Insinuating
13. Wuss
21. Anger, e.g.
22. Grasshopper sound,  
  var.
25. Newfoundland  
  promontory
26. Body of verse
27. Medical advice,  
  often
28. Arab League  
  member
29. Ballpoint, e.g.
31. Embellish
32. Big club
33. Iris holder
34. Puts in stitches
35. Start with while
37. Banded stone
38. Amscrayed
39. Kind of treatment
43. Foot travelers
44. Knitting pattern, var.
45. Wildebeest
46. Young hooter
47. “The Canterbury  
  Tales” pilgrim
48. Supported
49. Boatload
50. Court call
52. “Heartbreak  
  House” writer
53. Hyperbolic tangent
54. The America’s Cup    
  trophy, e.g.
55. Indian bread
56. Create an email
Each Sudoku puzzle consists of a 9x9 grid that has been subdivided into nine smaller grids of 3x3 
squares. To solve the puzzle, each row, column and box must contain each of the numbers 1 to 9.
PUzzLES/PEt PARADE
Level: MEDIUM Solution on page 21
Level: HARD Answers on page 21
by Myles Mellor and Sally York
Send it to
petphotos@freeabq.com 
Photo should be hi-res, 250 kb or bigger. 
Include your name, phone number, and your pet’s name, 
and we’ll try to reserve their spot in the pet parade. 
CALLinG ALL PetS
Deva and Anthony Vincent 
sent us this photo of their 
best buddy, Peanut Butter, 
AKA “Butters.” “Butters is 
a 9-year-old Pomeranian 
who thinks she’s a 
Meerkat!” the Vincents 
wrote. “She has a big smile 
and loves everyone she 
meets. She loves going  
for drives and walking in 
pet parades!”
Past the mountains, the Rockies roll into the east plains, and hidden along the transition is a small 
oasis, Santa Rosa, New Mexico. 
   Santa Rosa is another railroad town turned tourist 
stop in the wake of Route 66’s arrival. It’s more 
commonly known for blue waters both within the 
city and surrounding it, though. 
   Breakfast remains hot on the menu, so rush over 
before it ends. 
   Head east on I-40, take exit 275 then turn left on 
Route 66. The restaurant will be on your left.
Albuquerque to Sun & Sand Cafe: 116 
miles
   Start the most important meal of the day the right 
way, with some Mexican and American eats. As 
you step inside, your nose comes alive with all of 
the smells. Huevos Rancheros or maybe a sandwich 
– it’s hard to make a decision when your mouth is 
watering so. 
   After another cup of coffee and some treats to go, 
hit the road. 
Sun and Sand Cafe to Blue Hole: 0.9 
miles
   I know what you’re thinking, scuba diving in the 
winter? Yes. 
   In New Mexico? Yes.
   With a pre-scheduled class, you can make that 
dream a reality. 
   The Blue Hole is touted as the diving center of the 
Southwest. The water cycles itself every six hours or 
so, allowing for constant clear visibility and regular 
temps: 61 degrees Fahrenheit. 
   It’s surreal – crystal clear water with live fish 
swimming about you – in the desert. It is a special 
treat, which may have you coming back for more. 
   If you’re not into scuba diving, swimming is an 
option, just be sure to check the hours.
   When you want to come back to New Mexico from 
the exotic world of water make your way back to 
Route 66 and head east. Our next stop is on the right. 
Blue Hole to Route 66 Auto Museum: 
2.2 miles
   The Route 66 Auto Museum is home to the world’s 
largest Route 66 photo exhibit with over 166 photos 
on display. If you have a soft spot for old things, this 
is the best place to be.
   There are over 30 restored vehicles, repaired by the 
owner himself. 
   The museum opened in 2000 and is now home to 
cars as originally made or with custom features. 
   Your reflection smiles back at you in the perfect 
shine. To make the throwback complete, the cars rest 
on a black and white checkerboard floor. 
   After you’re done reminiscing, cruise home on the 
National Scenic Byway before jumping onto I-40.
Route 66 Auto Museum to 
Albuquerque: 117 miles
   It almost felt like a summer day, what with the 
swimming and the lively road trip throwback. With 
that, it’s time to rest up once you get home. 
Stops: 3; Miles: 236.1
Moriah Carty is an Albuquerque local with a heavy sense 
of wanderlust. 
Photo: Dan Monaghan
Photo: Moriah Carty
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Start and end your day with us!
Award winning news,
public affairs & talk radio
Eclectic music 
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streaming live
@  ksfr.org
  Listener supported public radio
101.1santa fe public radio
